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Temperature as a Stormwater Contaminant  i 

Executive Summary 

Water temperature influences all aspects of freshwater ecosystem function.  Modified water 

temperature regimes can alter physical habitat conditions (e.g. algal blooms) and cause a 

wide variety of behavioural and physiological responses through to death.  Consequently, 

maintaining suitable thermal conditions is critical to stream health. 

This report summarises existing literature discussing the thermal effects of stormwater 

runoff, details the temperature regimes in a range of Auckland stream catchments, and 

ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ .ƛƻǘŀΩ όhƭǎŜƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭ нлммύ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ 

an Auckland context.  In addition, a review of stormwater management options and devices 

for temperature mitigation identifies those which mitigate the effects of heated water on 

stream ecology and recommends solutions for the Auckland region.  Information gaps have 

been identified and suggestions made for future research and monitoring. 

A water temperature management objective to prevent additional thermal enrichment 

would retain the status quo and prevent (re)development in the Auckland region from 

further impacting stream temperature regimes.  Extending the objective to reduce existing 

background thermal enrichment, where appropriate, would allow for meaningful ecological 

gains in potential future stream restoration projects.  The ecological benefits of improved 

riparian cover, channel habitat, contaminant removal and flow control are significantly 

limited in the absence of temperature mitigation. 

This investigation includes analysis of data from long-term monitoring sites on local streams 

to identify trends, analyse for discharge related temperature changes, and characterise 

baseflow temperature regimes.  Taking into account potential future restoration scenarios 

and limitations around thermal tolerance criteria for NZ aquatic fauna, a maximum daily 

average temperature criterion of 20°C is recommended for management of all Auckland 

streams for the protection of stream ecology.  However, targeted monitoring should be 

conducted to ensure this guideline is appropriate. 

Four key options have been identified for optimising stormwater management with respect 

to temperature mitigation: source control, device selection for new development, retrofit of 

existing devices, and Water Sensitive Design (WSD) including implementing a treatment train 

approach. 

Key source control objectives are to utilise materials that do not readily heat up (i.e. high 

solar reflectance and high thermal emittance), minimise water contact with hot surfaces, 

and identify opportunities to disconnect heated surfaces (sources) from stormwater 
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discharging directly into streams.  In the context of stormwater device selection and design, 

it is important to recognise temperature as a water quality pollutant during the design 

process, encourage shading (vegetative or building shading in conjunction with topography 

and aspect) in urban designs, and utilise pervious surfaces and infiltration devices as the 

primary option wherever possible. 

Auckland has more than 350 operational stormwater ponds, many of which may be 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ.  Retrofit options to 

reduce the effect of heated pond runoff on receiving waterways focus on shading ponds, 

restoring riparian vegetation to enhance stream buffering potential, conversion of ponds to 

wetlands (with җ80% cover), and optimising outlet design to draw water from lower, cooler 

water strata. 

Additional native fish and macroinvertebrate research is required to verify and improve the 

current understanding of acute and chronic temperature effects, thermal shock loading, 

effect of wide diurnal variation on ability to acclimate and tolerance levels, and spatial 

diversity.  Stream temperature monitoring is recommended to evaluate the sustained effects 

of elevated baseflow temperatures due to channel modification and lack of riparian cover, 

against temporary event-based effects of thermal loading due to point source discharges 

from stormwater reticulation (draining heated impervious surfaces and stormwater 

mitigation devices).  Greater thermal stress is expected where stormwater discharges into 

headwaters and small catchments as the stream would have lower baseflow relative to 

stormwater inflow volumes.  Research is recommended to quantify the relationship between 

the temperature buffering capacity of stream baseflows and stormwater discharge volumes, 

particularly in the smaller urban catchments.   
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Urban development causes dramatic physical changes to the surface cover of the earth and 

can have a profound effect on the local climate, hydrology, water quality, and habitat of the 

surrounding water systems (Thompson et al 2008).  The once forested Auckland region has 

undergone a dramatic change in land cover over the last 150 years, which has resulted in 

significant changes to natural systems.   

As we have modified the land cover to an urban state there has been a corresponding 

increase in stormwater runoff discharge rates and volumes.  Development in the once 

forested Auckland region has resulted in reduced natural vegetation cover and increased 

impervious land cover, resulting in higher runoff discharge rates and volumes and increased 

flood frequency.  Many catchments are now fundamentally changed through reshaping and 

compaction during development earthworks, with extensive piped networks conveying 

rainfall runoff.  Subsequently the management of stormwater has become increasingly 

important to reduce the negative effects of flooding, stream erosion, stormwater 

contaminants, and impacts to both human and ecological health from these changes. 

While flooding has been a focal point of stormwater management, for the last 20 years there 

has been an increasing focus on stormwater quality in the Auckland region (including 

impacts on streams and coastal receiving environments).  In addition to the management of 

typically recognised stormwater contaminants, both dissolved and particulate, there is 

growing international recognition that elevated discharge water temperature is a 

contaminant of concern.  Water temperature affects all aspects of freshwater ecosystems 

and thus particular guidance is required for the assessment and management of 

temperature effects of stormwater on freshwater receiving environments.  Altered water 

temperature regimes can alter the physical habitat conditions (e.g. algal blooms) and cause a 

wide variety of behavioural and physiological responses with the most dramatic being death 

(Olsen et al 2011).  Consequently, maintaining suitable thermal conditions is important to 

achieve in-stream ecological management objectives, such as maintaining or improving 

stream health. 

Features of many Auckland streams include: lack of shading, relatively short length, narrow 

width, low baseflows, low elevation, and small overall catchment size.  In addition to the 

influence of the above on increasing stream temperatures, elevated temperatures in 

stormwater runoff and heated discharges from stormwater management devices (e.g. 
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ponds) are believed to increase water temperatures in streams.  This results in acute and 

ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΣ ŘŜƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ.  Thermal impacts should 

therefore be considered in conjunction with other recognised contaminants and managed to 

protect the receiving streams from temperature increases due to stormwater discharges. 

1.2 Objectives 

!ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘand the factors affecting stream 

temperatures, the effect on aquatic ecology, and particularly the role that heated 

stormwater plays in degrading stream values in the Auckland region.  The objective of this 

report is to investigate the potential impact of thermally enriched stormwater runoff on 

Auckland streams.  As such, the predominant focus is on urban streams.   

This report provides a summary of existing literature discussing the thermal effects of urban 

stormwater, details the temperature regimes in a range of Auckland stream catchments, and 

places tƘŜ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ .ƛƻǘŀΩ όhƭǎŜƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭ нлммύ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ 

an Auckland context.  In addition, this report reviews stormwater management options and 

devices for temperature mitigation and identifies those which mitigate the effects of heated 

water on stream ecology, and recommends solutions for the Auckland region.  Information 

gaps have been identified and suggestions made for future research and monitoring. 

It is intended that this report will inform and provide for: 

 Development of better stormwater management to ensure maintenance and 

improvement of freshwater habitats for aquatic life and biodiversity; 

 Delivery of important ecosystem goods and services, which contribute to Auckland 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛǾŜŀōƭŜ ŎƛǘȅΩΤ 

 Achieving the requirements of the Auckland Plan (Auckland Council 2012), by 

safeguarding and improving aquatic environments; and 

 Protecting marine fisheries and ecosystems related to freshwater ecosystems. 

It is intended that this report will additionally support stormwater and catchment 

management practitioners aiming to meet the water quality objectives set out in the 

National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2011. 

1.3 National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2011 

The Freshwater National Policy Statement (NPS) sets out objectives and policies that direct 

local government to manage water in an integrated and sustainable way, while providing for 
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economic growth within set water quantity and quality limits.  The national policy statement 

is a first step to improve freshwater management at a national level.  The purpose of the 

policy statement is setting enforceable quality and quantity limits. 

Section A objective 2 of the NPS states; 

The overall quality of fresh water within a region is maintained or improved while: 

(a) protecting the quality of outstanding freshwater bodies 

(b) protecting the significant values of wetlands and 

(c) improving the quality of fresh water in water bodies that have been 
degraded by human activities to the point of being over-allocated. 

The NPS provides direction for managing water in a sustainable way, to protect and improve 

the watercourse quality which in turn improves the water quality. 

Section C ς Integrated Management objective 1 is: 

To improve integrated management of fresh water and the use and development of land in 

whole catchments, including the interactions between fresh water, land, associated 

ecosystems and the coastal environment. 

The policy is: 

By every regional council managing fresh water and land use and development in catchments 

in an integrated and sustainable way, so as to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects, 

including cumulative effects. 

Stormwater management incorporating thermal mitigation demonstrates active steps to 

avoid, remedy and mitigate adverse effects impacting on the watercourse. 

1.4 Abbreviations Used 

AC  Auckland Council 

ARC  Auckland Regional Council (legacy council) 

ARI  Annual Recurrence Interval 

CTM   Critical Thermal Maximum 

CWA  Clean Water Act 

LTo   No Effect Levels 

MCI   Macroinvertebrate Community Index 

MCI-sb  Macroinvertebrate Community Index for soft bottomed streams 
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NIWA  National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research 

NPS  National Policy Statement 

NRWQN National River Water Quality Network 

NZFFD   New Zealand Freshwater Fish Database 

QIBI  Quantile Index of Biotic Integrity 

RMA   Resource Management Act 

SEV  Stream Ecological Valuation 

SoE  State of the Environment 

Topt  Thermal Growth Optimum 

Tpref  Preferred Temperature 

UILT   Upper Incipient Lethal Temperature 

UUILT   Ultimate Upper Incipient Lethal Temperature 

WMP  Watercourse Management Plan 

WQI   Water Quality Index 
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2.0 Overview of Temperature 

2.1 Temperature ŀǎ ŀ ΨCƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀƴǘΩ 

2.1.1 Definition 

Many contaminants in water are largely well understood, with their effects extensively 

studied and managed for.  However, elevated water temperature from discharges is not 

widely recognised as a type of contamination.  The effects of heated water on receiving 

environments are known as ΨǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ, ƻǊ ΨǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘΩ.  The definition of 

thermal pollution encompasses the degradation of water quality by any process which 

changes its ambient water temperature.  

2.1.2 Sources 

Heated water can be generated from a wide range of contributing sources including: cooling 

water discharges from industrial plants and power generation; removal of shading riparian 

vegetation from stream banks; and rainfall runoff from warm surfaces such as pavement, 

roofs, and roads. 

The thermal impact of industrial discharges may be reduced through the use of better heat 

exchange processes. Urban stormwater runoff is a substantial contributor of thermal 

pollution in streams. Typically this heated rainfall runoff is conveyed via piped networks 

from connected impervious areas such as roads and roofs. Significantly heated discharges 

also come from stormwater detention devices, such as ponds, as they act as thermal sinks 

being affected by solar radiation and high ambient air temperatures. There are other 

mechanisms available to mitigate point or nonpoint sources of thermal pollution.   

Stream temperature usually increases in a downstream direction.  In urban catchments, 

ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƎŜƴƛŎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭΣ ΨƘŜŀǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

reduction in groundwater infiltration increase this effect (Galli 1990).  Turbid streams are 

known to increase ambient water temperature independent of heated discharges, as the 

sediment particles allow more energy from the sun to be absorbed by the water (Schueler 

1987).  

An indirect source of thermal enrichment is the reduction in cool baseflows that typically 

occurs with urbanisation and increased impervious surface cover (Mills 2008).  Groundwater 

flow and interflow play a critical role in the hydrological cycle, especially in summer, when 

these are the main sources of water for the stream.  Groundwater recharge (i.e. infiltration) 
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is required to maintain baseflows and mitigate higher water temperatures during low flows, 

when rains are absent.  The shallow waters associated with low baseflows are generally 

more prone to thermal effects than deeper waters. 

2.1.3 Why is Temperature a Concern? 

Water temperature strongly influences stream ecosystem structure and function.  Although 

water temperatures exhibit natural daily and seasonal temperature fluctuations, it has been 

observed that heat from anthropogenic discharges can have a substantial impact on aquatic 

ecosystems, altering the distribution, abundance, diversity, growth, physiology and 

behaviour of aquatic organisms and in some cases resulting in death (Hocutt et al 1981; 

Richardson et al 1994; Kelly 2010; Olsen et al 2011).   

Temperature not only regulates metabolic rates and reproduction (Smith 2006), it can alter 

habitat by affecting algal biomass, pH and dissolved oxygen (Rutherford et al 1997; 

McCullough 1998; Olsen et al 2011).  The degree to which temperature impacts stream biota 

is generally dependent on the following (Arseneau 2010): 

 Magnitude of the temperature organisms are exposed to; 

 Duration of exposure; 

 Frequency of exposure; and 

 Spatial extent of exposure (opportunity for behavioural avoidance ς possibly limited 

in urban streams with reduced heterogeneity due to artificial straightening or altered 

flow regimes). 

It is for these reasons that aquatic temperature criteria, thresholds, or guidelines are split 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŀŎǳǘŜΩ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ΨŎƘǊƻƴƛŎΩ.  Acute criteria address short 

duration changes in temperature often associated with intermittent discharge or point 

source inputs, or daily high temperatures due to seasonal warming, that will lead to sudden 

death.  Acute criteria are typically expressed as a daily maximum temperature and are 

designed to protect aquatic biota from the lethal effects of short-term elevated 

temperatures (Olsen et al 2011).  Acute criteria will also account for thermal shock from 

ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ƘŜŀǘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ability to acclimate to changes in ambient water temperature.  Chronic criteria protect 

against the effects of prolonged exposure to raised (sub-lethal) temperatures and how 

exposure will negatively affect behaviour, metabolism, growth, and reproduction.  Chronic 

criteria are often expressed as the maximum weekly average temperature and are designed 

to protect aquatic biota from the sub-lethal effects of elevated temperature.  Variations 

from the normal temperature pattern, including season, diurnal variation, and spatial 
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diversity, can have biological consequences such as shifts in migration timing, incubation 

rates, and spawning timing as well as interfere with essential rearing periods. 

Residence by any fish species will be limited by temperature tolerance during summer base 

flows (Allibone et al 2001).  If temperatures get too far above or below species preferred 

range, the number of individuals of the species decreases until finally there are none.  One 

especially important aspect of water temperatures is its inverse relationship with oxygen 

solubility (Figure 1).  Oxygen depletion is common at high stream temperatures, causing 

stress and mortality in aquatic life.  Dissolved oxygen levels are therefore generally most 

limiting in the driest, hottest part of the year.  Aquatic species, such as banded kokopu, will 

at these times actively seek oxygen rich areas (Allibone 2001), emphasizing the need to 

sustain cool stream baseflows during the summer low flow period.  The importance of 

groundwater flows and interflow in mitigating stream temperature effects is often 

understated. 

 

Figure 1 Change in dissolved oxygen levels with change in temperature 

In addition to changing average daily stream temperature, anthropogenic sources may lead 

to three patterns of ecologically significant stream temperature change: (1) increased 

amplitude in diurnal temperature swings; (2) loss of spatial temperature variability at the 

habitat-unit and stream-segment scales; and (3) variable response in stream temperature 

along the downstream profile (Poole & Berman 2001).   

The highest runoff temperatures and thermal impacts occur during late afternoon rainfall 

events with runoff temperature warmest at the start of a rainfall event, cooling as rainfall 

progresses and heat stored in the contributing surface, typically pavement, diminishes 

(Wardynski et al 2013; Jones & Hunt 2010; Winston et al 2011).  High intensity and volume 
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rainfall generally results in lower net impact as the effect of stormwater heated by 

impervious surfaces is diluted; high volumes of relatively cool rainwater mix with relatively 

low volumes of heated runoff.   

If heated runoff is slowed down on its way to a stream (giving it time to cool) and infiltration 

of the heated runoff is increased (reducing the volume of heated water reaching the 

stream), thermal runoff effects can be minimised (Dorava et al 2003).  Some examples of 

temperature mitigating devices include vegetated swales, bioretention and permeable 

pavement.  Further details on the effectiveness of these and other devices in the Auckland 

region is discussed in Section 4.0 Mitigation Options, including: 

 Stormwater mitigation practices currently used in the Auckland region; 

 Discussion around the devices used internationally and locally for stormwater 

management, and how they operate with regard to temperature; 

 Best practice design options for mitigating thermal enrichment; and 

 Current guidelines and regulations regarding stormwater discharge and temperature. 

2.2 Factors Influencing Stormwater Heating 

There are a number of factors which influence the dynamic nature of stormwater heating.  

These factors are discussed below, with examples from New Zealand and international 

literature. 

2.2.1 Catchment Development 

Land use type and the magnitude of catchment development have been widely recognised 

as impacting the extent of thermal heating (Pluhowski 1970; Galli 1990; Le Blanc et al 1997).  

Stormwater temperatures increase as runoff passes over heated impervious surfaces, which 

can have substantially elevated temperatures due to solar radiation.  Urbanisation influences 

stream temperature through changes in stream shading, channel geometry, groundwater 

input, and inflows of stormwater and wastewater overflows (Bartholow 1991; Le Blanc et al 

1997; Nelson & Palmer 2007). 

The effect of urbanisation on water temperature has been widely studied, with a number of 

empirical models developed to characterise the effects of increasing urbanisation and 

catchment imperviousness on cold water receiving environments in the United States 

(Shanahan 1984; Roa-Espinosa et al 2003; Arrington 2000; Herb et al 2009).  These studies 

have found that stream temperatures typically increase with increasing watershed 

imperviousness; there are few simulation tools available to predict the magnitude of these 

changes.  Urban stream reaches have slightly wider temperature ranges, and higher 
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maximum temperatures, than rural or headwater sites further upstream (Mills 2008).  

Generally well-shaded urban reaches do not experience the extremely high temperature 

values measured in the shallow, unshaded, concrete-lined channels present in some parts of 

Auckland (Mills 2008). 

Average stream temperature during summer is directly related to catchment imperviousness 

(Galli 1990).  Galli (1990) found a linear relationship, with a 0.14°F (0.08°C) increase in 

stream temperature with every 1% increase in urban catchment imperviousness (r2 = 0.95).  

While an imperviousness to water temperature correlation was found in this paper, there 

are a number of factors influencing this relationship, particularly local meteorological 

conditions, which make it difficult to predict the extent of thermal effects in urban streams. 

As catchment imperviousness increases, streams become more responsive to inputs of 

stormwater runoff (Galli 1990).  Even at a relatively low catchment imperviousness of 12%, 

stream temperature standards for Maryland freshwater fish could not be met all of the time, 

and the frequency of exceedences increased with increasing catchment imperviousness 

(Galli 1990). 

Recorded runoff temperatures from urban impervious areas were as high as 29°C in Dane 

County, Wisconsin (Roa-Espinosa et al 2003).  Dane County is located in a temperate climate 

zone, similar to Auckland, with average summer peak air temperatures of 27°C, and average 

summer lows of 14°C.  Heated runoff can have chronic and acute effects on stream biota; 

particularly cold water species or species acclimated to cool stream temperatures, by 

affecting the health and reproductive success of aquatic organisms.  This is a significant 

cause of habitat degradation in urban areas.   

Increased impervious cover means that in addition to flooding and erosion concerns, urban 

streams may also experience large decreases in water level during summer due to 

reductions in groundwater recharge (CWP 1995).  As a consequence, permanent streams 

may become intermittent and intermittent streams may disappear altogether.  Urban 

planners should use increased storm flows in developing areas as an early warning of 

reductions in baseflow and put into action mitigating measures to ensure streams are 

ecologically functional year-round (CWP 1995).  This is particularly relevant to Auckland, 

which has a high proportion of first and second order streams (which are particularly 

sensitive to reduced baseflows).  Reduced water levels mean streams, particularly un-shaded 

streams, are more susceptible to solar heating. 

The impacts of increased catchment imperviousness and urban development on receiving 

environment water temperature are not well understood in the New Zealand context.  
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Section 4.0 Mitigation Options draws upon international literature to quantify catchment 

development effects on stream water temperatures. 

2.2.2 Surface Type 

Surface type, in addition to factors such as air temperature, solar radiation, and shading, can 

influence stormwater runoff temperature increases through heat transfer.  Dependent on 

the thermal conductivity and reflectivity of conventional paving surfaces, heat from solar 

radiation may concentrate near the surface or be transferred downward to be re-released at 

night.  Solar reflectance is the main determinant of the maximum surface temperature of 

material, with highly reflective surfaces maintaining cooler temperatures (USEPA 2008b).  

Thermal emittance, or how much heat a surface will radiate per unit area at a given 

temperature, must also be considered with high emittance surfaces reaching thermal 

equilibrium at a lower temperature than surfaces with low emittance, because the high-

emittance surface gives off its heat more readily (USEPA 2008c). 

Asphalt surfaces typically have low reflectivity and thus absorb solar radiation increasing 

surface temperatures to greater than 60°C (Jones & Hunt 2009; Asaeda et al 1996).  These 

findings are consistent with records of summer surface temperatures on an asphalt roof in 

Auckland CBD, carried out by Morphum Environmental Ltd (Morphum unpublished, 

monitored Nov 2012ςApr 2013). 

Factors affecting stream water temperature are solar radiation, air temperature, relative 

humidity, wind speed, the temperature and amount of rainfall or runoff, and the 

temperature and amount of groundwater entering the river or stream.  Runoff from 

impervious surfaces such as pavement or asphalt can increase stream temperature for two 

reasons.  Firstly, impervious surfaces absorb solar radiation, which increases surface 

temperature.  During a rainfall event or storm some of this heat is transferred to the water 

that falls as precipitation on these surfaces (Dorava et al 2003).  Secondly, impervious 

surfaces reduce infiltration, which increases the runoff volume from these surfaces and 

decreases buffering shallow groundwater flows (Jones et al 2012).   

Modelling the heat transfer from warm surfaces to runoff water provides a means of 

assessing the contributions of various factors to the overall rise in water temperature.  The 

Thermal Urban Runoff Model (TURM), developed a to predict the effects of urban 

development, predicted runoff temperature increases from impervious surfaces by 

calculating the heat transfer between heated impervious urban areas and runoff (Roa-

Espinosa et al 2003).  Model outputs found that hot paved surfaces receiving rainfall initially 
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released energy through evaporation, but then high temperature runoff was rapidly 

generated by a gradual increase in rainfall intensity. 

The surface runoff temperature and heat export were simulated for ten terrestrial covers 

including concrete, pavement (asphalt), commercial roof (asphalt/gravel), residential roof 

(asphalt shingle), lawn (sod), tall grass, forest, crop (corn), crop (soybeans), and bare soil, an 

un-shaded wet detention pond, a reservoir, and a vegetated pond (Herb et al 2007a).  

Average runoff temperature ranged from 21.5°C for a forest to 24.9°C for concrete.  Average 

maximum runoff temperature variation was greater, ranging from 22.9°C for a forest to 

28.7°C for asphalt.  Pavement, commercial rooftops, bare soil, wet detention ponds, and 

lakes/reservoirs were all found to give runoff temperatures high enough to significantly 

impact stream temperatures (Herb et al 2007a).  Although the variation in runoff 

temperatures between the land uses was not large, this can be the difference between no 

thermal impacts and adverse effects on cold-water stream biota in the United States.   

Table 1 summarises model outputs from a study conducted in Albertville, Minnesota, which 

experiences a continental climate with air temperatures ranging -11°C to 23°C, winter to 

summer (Herb et al 2007a).  While the continental climate is not directly comparable to the 

Auckland temperate climate, average summer temperatures are similar making Table 1 a 

good comparison of the relative rank of runoff temperatures from different surfaces.   

Table 1 Runoff temperature and surface type 

Surface type 
Average Runoff Temperature 

± Std. Dev. (°C) 

Peak Runoff Temperature 

± Std. Dev. (°C) 

Asphalt 24.5±3.1 28.7±3.5 

Bare Soil 24.5±2.5 27.1±2.8 

Commercial Roof 

(asphalt/gravel) 
24.4±4.4 29.6±4.8 

Concrete 24.9±2.8 28.6±3.2 

Grass (short) 22.0±1.2 23.4±1.8 

Grass (long) 22.0±1.3 23.6±2.0 

Forest 21.5±1.2 22.9±1.9 

Residential Roof 

(asphalt shingle) 
20.6±3.1 24.0±3.6 

Source: Herb et al (2007a), April-October climate data from 1998-2000 & 2003-2005 
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Concrete and asphalt surfaces typically produce the highest runoff temperature of all surface 

types (Asaeda et al 1996; Kevern et al 2009; Wardynski et al 2013), however results can vary 

depending on the nature of each rainfall event (Herb et al 2007a).  Table 1 demonstrates 

average runoff temperatures from bare soil can be comparable to asphalt.  However, when 

considered as thermal load bare soil exports 32% less heat per unit area than asphalt due to 

runoff volume reductions attributed to infiltration (Herb et al 2007; Chapman et al 2008). 

Runoff temperatures from heated surfaces typically exhibit a short-term temperature spike, 

then cool as a rainfall event progresses.  Research in Madison, Wisconsin found summer 

asphalt surface temperatures immediately prior to rainfall simulations averaged 43.6°C and 

decreased an average of 12.3°C over 60 min as rain cooled the surface.  Initial heated runoff 

temperatures from the asphalt averaged 35.0°C, decreasing by an average of 4.1°C at the 

end of the event (Thompson et al 2008).   

The relative impact of roofs on stormwater runoff temperatures was dependent on roof 

surface type.  Residential roofs (asphalt shingle) gave, on average, the lowest runoff 

temperatures (Table 1), due to their very low thermal mass and ability to cool quickly both 

prior to and during a rainfall event (Herb et al 2007).  Commercial roofs (asphalt/gravel) 

produced high (Table 1 up to 29.6±4.8°C) peak runoff temperatures due to the large area 

contributing to thermal loading (Herb et al 2007a).  Chapman et al (2008) found the 

residential roof (asphalt shingle) exported 70% less heat per unit area than the commercial 

roof (asphalt/gravel) due to lower thermal mass.  Similarly, asphalt surfaces were found to 

export less heat than concrete (despite its black colour compared to ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜΩǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ colour) 

because it has a lower thermal mass (Chapman et al 2008).   

Data is not available to directly compare the heating effects to tile and metal roof surfaces 

common in Auckland, however based on their structure a tile roof will have a higher thermal 

mass than a metal roof (ECCA 2009), leading to greater heat export per unit area from a tile 

roof than a metal roof.  Increasing the solar reflectivity of any roof surface, through coatings 

or introducing pigments to reflect solar energy, will moderate the exterior surface 

temperature (ECCA 2009; USEPA 2008b).   

Vegetated surfaces have been found to generate substantially lower runoff temperatures 

and heat export compared to pavement (Le Blanc et al 1997; Rutherford et al 1997; 

Sponseller et al 2001; Herb et al 2007).  Different vegetation types were found to generate 

very similar runoff temperatures and heat export for mid-summer storms, but agricultural 

land use gave slightly higher runoff temperatures in May and June, due to a less developed 

plant canopy (Herb et al 2007).  It is interesting to note that the vegetated surfaces typically 

demonstrate a narrower difference between peak and average runoff temperatures and 
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narrower standard deviation, indicating more consistent runoff temperatures.  This narrow 

range of variation is particularly relevant to acclimation ς if variability is too high, then the 

chances of species successfully acclimating may be lower, leading to negative effects on 

species. 

2.2.3 Shading 

The Auckland region was almost completely covered in trees before human settlement, and 

it is likely that much of the endemic flora and fauna evolved in shaded environments 

(Maxted et al 2005).  As a result, the removal of streamside vegetation, lack of shading, and 

its effect on temperature has been identified as a key stressor in New Zealand streams by a 

number of authors (Burton & Likens 1973; Quinn et al 1994; Rutherford et al 1999; Mills 

2008). 

Temperature can change quickly, with respect to longitudinal distance, when riparian 

vegetation is removed in headwater catchments.  Burton & Likens (1973) found summer 

stream water temperature fluctuated 4ς5°C, alternating between 50 m reaches where 

riparian vegetation had been experimentally removed or left intact in a clear headwater 

stream with flow of 0.57 L s-1 and maximum velocity of 0.2-0.5 m s-1 in the Hubbard Brook 

streams in the United States.  Galli (1990) noted an increase of 0.83°C per 30.5 m of open or 

poorly shaded reach and found a summer increase of 6ς11°C in small streams with riparian 

vegetation removed.  This thermal enrichment will only be exacerbated by stormwater 

runoff. 

The effects of restoring riparian shade on freshwater fish are difficult to predict, as 

preferences for riparian shade are strongly species-specific (Kelly 2010), and related to 

distance from the coast and natural differences in cover along the stream longitudinal 

gradient.  Banded kokopu, shortjaw kokopu and koaro are recorded most frequently in 

headwater streams with high levels of riparian shade, whereas lamprey, ammocoetes, 

shortfin eel, and inanga are recorded most frequently in lower gradient streams where there 

may naturally be less cover, or where shade has been reduced by the clearance of riparian 

vegetation (Kelly, 2010).  It was recommended that planting be focussed in headwaters and 

slowly extend downstream to progressively cover the whole stream margin (Kelly, 2010).  

Irrespective of shade preferences, it is essential to maintain baseline stream temperatures 

below critical levels.   

Research carried out in the United States on a vegetated pond indicated that shading from 

emergent vegetation can reduce runoff temperature up to 6°C compared to an un-shaded 

pond (Herb et al 2007a).  In a small New Zealand pastoral stream, model predictions 
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indicated that moderate shade levels (ca. 70%) may be sufficient in temperate climates to 

restore 3rd and 4th order pastoral stream temperatures to 20°C, an estimate of the thermal 

tolerance for sensitive invertebrates (Rutherford et al 1997).  In comparison, less shade (ca. 

50%) was predicted to maintain stream water temperatures at 25°C. 

The measurement of shade, however, has been found to be highly variable and difficult to 

measure in an unbiased way (Rutherford et al 1997), so it is not a strong indicator of the 

effects of thermal heating.  It is worth noting that shade does not have to come from 

vegetation, but that buildings in conjunction with topography and aspect also play a key role 

in determining the relative shade of either an urban stream or contributing surface to 

stormwater runoff. 

2.2.4 Climate 

Determination of air and rainfall temperature is critical in predicting surface runoff 

temperatures (Roa-Espinosa et al 2003).  Local air temperature has been found to have a 

greater influence on stream temperature than flow 90-95% of the time (Galli 1990).  Streams 

in undeveloped catchments became slightly cooler during rainfall events, as a result of the 

drop in air temperature accompanying most rainfall events (Galli 1990). 

Climate parameters such as air temperature, dew point temperature, and solar radiation 

prior to a storm, as well as the pavement thermal parameters (specific heat and thermal 

conductance), are more important factors in determining runoff temperature than 

parameters such as the length and slope of impervious surfaces (Herb et al 2007b; Herb et 

al, 2009). 

The amount and intensity of rainfall is an important contributing factor, although less so 

than air temperature (Galli 1990).  The instantaneous heat export rate is an important 

measure in determining thermal pollution, as it is the rate at which heat energy is delivered 

to a receiving stream from a rainfall event at any given time, and is strongly related to the 

instantaneous change in stream temperature (Herb et al 2007b).  Rainfall events with a high 

heat export rate have several characteristics in common; they usually occur in the afternoon, 

are preceded by warm, sunny weather giving high surface temperatures, have runoff 

temperatures above 20°C, and have relatively low total rainfall with rapid onset of rainfall 

(Herb et al 2007a; Herb et al 2007b).  In contrast to during heavy shower activity, rapid 

increases in stream temperature were not observed during steady, light precipitation 

suggesting surfaces had time to cool during the rainfall event (Galli 1990).  Afternoon rainfall 

events of small total precipitation mean initial runoff from a warm pavement surface 

contributes a significant fraction of the entire rainfall event (Herb et al 2007b).  In Auckland, 
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this translates to low volume, low intensity summer rainfall events, in the form of afternoon 

showers or infrequent ocean-derived passing rain, which will pose the greatest threat to 

aquatic biota.   

It is important to note that one event with very high runoff temperatures may cause 

significant effects due to thermal shock, as opposed to slow heating of water through 

increases in ambient temperature.  ¢ƘŜǊƳŀƭ ΨǇǳƭǎŜǎΩ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄŀŎŜǊōŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

magnitude of thermal heating, due to inherently low groundwater flows during this season 

from reduced infiltration and high impervious cover in urban areas (Schueler 1987).  Rapid 

stream water temperature increases of up to 6.6°C per hour following storm events in the 

United States, regularly exceeded the 1.1°C increase per hour limit specified by the 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection for the maintenance of aquatic life in 

cold-water streams (Lieb & Carline 2000). 

Auckland experiences frequent small rainfall events throughout the year.  According to 

current rainfall-runoff modelling guidelines (ARC 1999), the 2-yr, 24-hr design storm across 

the Auckland Region varies from 50 mm south of Drury to 130 mm near Warkworth, with 

Auckland City, North Shore, Manukau, and Waitakere in the 70ς100 mm range.  Findings by 

Shamseldin (2010) show that the average 90th percentile rainfall event, representative of a 

frequently occurring rainfall event, across the Auckland region is 31.2 mm, smaller than the 

3-month, 24-hr event, which is in the range of 40ς50 mm across the Auckland Isthmus 

(Shamseldin 2008).  As such, Auckland demonstrates a high susceptibility to stormwater 

heating as a result of heat export from small rainfall events where initial runoff from 

warmed impervious surfaces may contribute a substantial portion of the total event runoff.  

In addition to high susceptibility to stormwater thermal enrichment, the narrow, low flow 

nature of typical Auckland streams mean buffering capacity is limited and stormwater may 

contribute a significant portion of total flow, exacerbating thermal effects. 

2.3 Evidence of Temperature Effects in New Zealand 

A number of studies have been carried out in New Zealand, investigating the effects of 

elevated stream temperature on macroinvertebrates and fish.  While New Zealand aquatic 

freshwater fauna may not be as sensitive as cold-water species in the United States, New 

Zealand species have evolved with a high level of tree shading (Maxted et al 2005), little to 

no urban development and consequently, lower water temperatures with less diurnal 

fluctuation. 

In New Zealand, acute and chronic water temperature criteria have been developed for 

native aquatic biota by Olsen et al (2011), and are discussed in Section 2.3.3.  Based on 
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thermal criteria for NZ species, Olsen et al (2011) recommend maximum water temperatures 

in ΨuplandΩ streams of less than 20°C and temperature less than 25°C in ΨlowlandΩ streams in 

order to protect the most sensitive native taxa.  Temperature criteria in the context of the 

Auckland region are discussed further in Section 3.5. 

!ƭƭ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻƛƪƛƭƻǘƘŜǊƳǎ όŎƻƳƳƻƴƭy referred to as cold-

blooded) meaning that their internal body temperature varies with that of their 

environment.  Consequently, water temperature exerts a significant influence over many 

aspects of their biology and so understanding the thermal requirements of biota is an 

essential component of informed management of these systems (Olsen et al 2011). 

2.3.1 Fish 

Fish are sensitive to temperature and will select stream temperatures where physiological 

functions operate at maximum efficiency (Richardson et al 1994).  While fish can survive, 

within limits, in temperatures outside of their optimal ranges, physiological or behavioural 

changes can affect survival and reproductive success.  Also, some fish show an ontogenetic 

(developmental) shift in their preferred optimal temperature range, for example eels prefer 

cooler water temperatures as adults.   

The upper lethal and preferred temperatures were determined experimentally for eight 

common New Zealand freshwater fish species: Galaxias maculatus (inanga), G. fasciatus 

(banded kokopu), Anguilla australis (shortfinned eel), A. dieffenbachii (longfinned eel), 

Retropinna retropinna (common smelt), Gobiomorphus cotidianus (common bully), G. basalis 

(Cran's bully), and Cheimarrichthys fosteri (torrentfish) (Richardson et al 1994).  The lethal 

threshold or LT50 represents the lethal temperature at which 50% of the test organisms are 

killed over a 10 minute period.  The LT50 ranged from 28.3 to 39.7°C, with preferred 

temperatures ranging between 16.1 and 26.9°C.  Juvenile and adult Anguilla species (eels) 

were the most tolerant of high water temperatures, whereas smelt, inanga and banded 

kokopu preferred cooler water (Richardson et al 1994). 

While inanga (G. maculatus), typically found in Auckland lowland streams, are able to 

tolerate water temperatures over 30°C for very short periods, their preferred temperature is 

approximately 18ς20°C regardless of life stage (Boubée et al 1991, Richardson et al 1994).  

This preferred temperature is significant as inanga are commonly found in Auckland streams, 

typically those characteristic of a lowland stream.  Juvenile inanga were found to avoid 

water temperatures over 22ς23°C (Richardson et al 1993) and discontinued migration when 

temperature exceeded 27°C (Stancliff et al 1989).  Elevated stream temperatures can 

therefore affect migration of whitebait species, however most migration occurs in spring 
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when water temperatures have not yet reached annual maximums (Richardson & Taylor 

2002).  

Similar to inanga, while banded kokopu (G. fasciatus) may tolerate temperatures up to 

28.5°C for short periods of time, their preferred temperature range is approximately 16ς

17°C (Richardson et al 1994).  Banded kokopu are found in many Auckland streams, typically 

those characteristic of an upland stream. 

2.3.2 Macroinvertebrates 

It has been widely reported that some macroinvertebrates have low thermal tolerances and 

that their absence from streams in New Zealand may be the result of high water 

temperatures (Quinn & Hickey 1990; Quinn et al 1994; Rutherford et al 1997).  In particular, 

increases in stream temperature may enhance in-stream primary productivity, resulting in 

changes to the trophic structure of benthic macroinvertebrate communities when 

streamside vegetation is removed in headwater catchments (Sponseller et al 2001).  This 

study reported decreases in both abundance and diversity of macroinvertebrate taxa as a 

result of thermal pollution. 

Native macroinvertebrate species were found to be more sensitive than fish in New Zealand 

(Maxted et al 2005).  The LT50 values (24 hour exposure) for 12 NZ macroinvertebrate 

species ranged from 25.9 to 32.4°C (Quinn et al 1994), with a recommended maximum 

temperature value 3°C below the lowest LT50 to allow for a margin of safety (Simons 1986).  

Given this, appropriate temperature criteria for the protection of all macroinvertebrate taxa 

would be 22.9°C (25.9° minus 3°C). 

No Effect Levels (LTo) for several common macroinvertebrate taxa found in soft-bottomed 

Auckland streams ranged from 23.6 to 26.0°C (Quinn et al 1994), indicating that adverse 

effects may begin to occur above 22°C.  Based on this assumption as well as test data, Quinn 

et al (1994) propose slight, moderate, and severe adverse effects are likely to occur above 

22°C, 24°C, and 26°C, respectively. 

2.3.3 Water Temperature Criteria (Olsen et al 2011) 

Water temperature criteria for native aquatic biota in New Zealand were determined from 

thermal tolerances of individual native fish and benthic macroinvertebrate species available 

from the literature (Olsen et al 2011).  Overall, data was available for few species only.  

There are two types of water temperature criteria: 

 Acute criteria with the objective to protect species from the lethal effects of short-

lived high temperatures 
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 Chronic criteria with the objective to protect species from sub-lethal effects of 

elevated temperatures, hence to provide for thermal conditions that are suitable for 

the growth and reproduction of target species 

Olsen et al (2011) followed the method of Todd et al (2008), where several equations are 

provided for the establishment of acute and chronic criteria depending on the availability of 

information on thermal tolerance and thermal growth optimum (see Table 13 in Olsen et al 

2011).  Accordingly, there are differences in the level of confidence in these criteria.  

2.3.3.1 Acute Criteria 

Acute criteria can be established from knowledge of the critical thermal upper limit of an 

organism and the thermal growth optimum (Topt) (Todd et al 2008).  The value for Topt is used 

to calculate the safety margin, but in the absence of Topt data a safety margin of 2°C can be 

adopted. 

The critical thermal upper limit of an organism is defined as the temperature at which death 

occurs almost instantaneously.  The so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǳǇǇŜǊ ƛƴŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƭŜǘƘŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΩ ό¦L[¢ύ ƛǎ 

typically determined as the temperature at which 50% mortality occurs in experiments 

conducted over a set period of time.  The UILT is dependent on the temperature the 

organism has been acclimated to.  The UILT initially increases with increasing acclimation 

ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƛƴŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ 

ƭŜǘƘŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΩ ό¦¦L[¢ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

significant mortality is expected to occur.   

While species have the ability to acclimate and thus extend their tolerance limit, beyond a 

certain point acclimation benefits are exceeded and prolonged exposure to nonlethal 

temperatures causes physiological stress which can reduce tolerance of high temperatures 

(Bevelhimer & Bennett 2000).  It is recognised that large daily fluctuations in water 

temperature can result in significantly different impacts than constant temperatures (on 

which most regulatory criteria are based), however there is a poor understanding of thermal 

stress in fish in thermally dynamic environments (Bevelhimer & Bennett 2000). 

Acute criteria with the highest level of confidence can be established from knowledge of the 

UUILT and Topt (Todd et al 2008).  However, the UUILT has not been determined for any 

native biota, probably because the experiments involved are costly.  Data on thermal growth 

optima was only available for the common smelt.  Consequently, Olsen et al (2011) 

calculated acute criteria using UILTs determined at temperatures representative of typical 

summer stream conditions όΨǎǳƳƳŜǊΩ ¦L[¢ύΦ  5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ¦L[¢ Řŀǘŀ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

for native biota, two acclimation temperatures (15°C and 20°C) were selected, reflecting 
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natural summer mean water temperatures representative of ΨuplandΩ and ΨlowlandΩ 

waterways, respectively. 

Water temperature data for sites in the Auckland, Hawkes Bay and Waikato regions (for 

which the criteria were primarily developed) showed that the criteria calculated using the 

lower acclimation temperature would be largely aǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ΨǳǇƭŀƴŘΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ όŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

summer temperatures close to 15°C), while the criteria developed using the higher 

ŀŎŎƭƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ΨƭƻǿƭŀƴŘΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ όŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 

temperatures of close to 20°C).  However, there are situations where the two acclimation 

temperatures will not be appropriate; for example, spring-fed streams may have low 

summertime temperatures even in lowland areas.  Knowledge of the summer mean water 

temperature is more important for deciding upon which criteria to apply to a specific stream 

than knowledge on whether it is located in upland or lowland areas.  

Acute criteria are expressed as the daily maximum temperature.  Due to data deficiencies, 

the majority of the following criteria were calculated with a low-to-moderate level of 

confidence (Table 14; Olsen et al 2011).  

 For streams with a summer mean water temperature of around 15°C, acute criteria 

were calculated for common smelt (adults, 22°C), shortfin and longfin eels (26°C and 

23°C, respectively) and for 11 macroinvertebrate taxa (ranging from 21 to 32°C). 

Hence, Olsen et al (2011) suggest that in these streams the most sensitive native taxa 

should be protected provided that maximum temperatures are less than 20°C. 

 For streams with a summer mean water temperature of around 20°C, acute criteria 

were calculated for the common smelt only, and are 26°C and 27°C for the adult and 

larval stages, respectively.  Hence, Olsen et al (2011) suggest that in these streams 

the most sensitive native taxa should be protected if maximum temperatures are less 

than 25°C.  However, because no data is available for further taxa that may be more 

sensitive than the common smelt, this criterion must be applied with caution.  

Olsen et al (2011) emphasise that these criteria are interim values and that more reliable 

thermal criteria could be calculated if the estimates of the UILT at a range of acclimation 

temperatures and Topt were available for key species. 

UILT values are typically derived from constant-temperature experiments.  Cox & Rutherford 

(2000) identified that the thermal tolerance of two New Zealand invertebrates (Deleatidium 

and Potamopyrgus antipodarum) reduced by 2.5°C under fluctuating temperatures (mean 

temperature ± 5°C).  As conditions present in most laboratory studies (constant 

temperature, abundant, high-energy content food) are unrealistic for most natural systems, 

the implication is that experimental results may over-estimate the real thermal tolerance of 
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species under the conditions experienced in the natural environment.  Consequently, this 

should be accounted for when applying experimentally-derived critical temperatures to 

natural systems. 

2.3.3.2 Chronic Criteria 

Chronic criteria can be either set at the upper thermal growth optimum (upper Topt) (which is 

the method that provides the highest level of confidence), calculated from Topt and the 

UUILT, or from the preferred temperature (Tpref) and the critical thermal maximum (CTM) 

(Todd et al 2008). The CTM is typically defined as the temperature at which an orƎŀƴƛǎƳΩǎ 

movement becomes disorganised and would be unable to actively escape the condition of 

warm temperature (Cowles & Bogert 1944).  The CTM method has been commonly 

employed for native fish species in New Zealand, but no suitable data on sub-lethal effects 

was available for benthic macroinvertebrates.  

Chronic criteria are expressed as the maximum weekly average temperature.  All chronic 

criteria were calculated using CTM values for fish (Table 15, in Olsen et al 2011) and also 

presented for two acclimation temperatures: 15°C and 20°C.  Data on Tpref was not available 

for an acclimation temperature of 20°C and had to be estimated, but for most fish at an 

acclimation temperature of 15°C data on Tpref was available.  Accordingly, the level of 

confidence in the following interim criteria is either low or low-to-moderate, respectively.  

 For streams with a summer mean water temperature of around 20°C, chronic criteria 

were calculated for six fish species and range from 26 to 31°C (values include 

different life stages). 

 For streams with a summer mean water temperature of around 15°C, chronic criteria 

were calculated for eight fish species and range from 20 to 37°C (values include 

different life stages). 

Given the low level of confidence in these chronic criteria, Olsen et al (2011) conclude that 

they should be applied with caution.  In one case (adult common smelt acclimated at 20°C), 

the approach resulted in a chronic criterion being the same as the acute criterion, which is 

obviously erroneous.  More reliable criteria could be developed if experiments were 

conducted to establish the upper Topt or Topt and the UUILT for native species.  
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3.0 Auckland River Environment 

The Auckland region has an estimated 16,650 km of permanently flowing rivers, an 

additional 4480 km of intermittent stream (seasonally flowing within defined stream banks), 

and an additional 7110 km of ephemeral stream (flow for short periods of time following 

rain events) (Storey & Wadhwa 2009). Because no mainland location is more than 20 km 

from the coast, all rivers have relatively small catchments.  The majority of rivers (78% of 

total stream length) fall into the category of first or second-order streams (Storey & Wadhwa 

2009), which are relatively small and usually less than a few metres wide, making them 

susceptible to the effects of heating through lack of shading or stormwater runoff from 

heated surfaces (ARC 2010).  

The Auckland region has a mild and wet climate with annual mean temperature of 15.3°C 

and annual rainfall of 1,119 mm (long-term averages for the period of 1963 to 2007) (ARC 

2010).  River water temperature is highly correlated with air temperature.  In summer the 

daytime air temperature ranges from 22 to 32°C but rarely reaches 30°C, and in winter the 

daytime air temperature ranges from 12 to 17°C.  However, climate change projections 

suggest that the Auckland region could experience increased average temperatures, more 

hot days during summer and a lower average annual rainfall (ARC 2010).  

The majority of rivers in the Auckland region are fed by rainfall from predominantly low 

elevations, which typically have a low gradient, slow current velocity and soft-bottom (clay, 

silt and sand) substratum, and marked seasonal flow regimes (high in winter, low in summer) 

(Snelder et al 2010; Moore & Neale 2008).  Those rivers with a high gradient, fast current 

velocity and hard-bottom (stony or bedrock) substratum are mostly restricted to catchments 

that drain the Waitakere or Hunua Ranges (ARC 2010).  

Within urban Auckland, it has often not been possible to retain natural stream channels.  

Increased stormwater flows, alteration in channel bank morphology, and the removal of 

riparian vegetation often results in increased rates of erosion in urbanised streams. The 

need to ensure that habitable floor levels are protected from flooding drives stormwater 

managers to employ stream channel lining techniques using concrete, rock and/or treated 

timber, which both protect against erosion and increase the rate of conveyance.   

The implications of lining channels are that the natural habitat values of the affected 

waterways are reduced or eliminated.  Young and Hodges (2004) conclude there is potential 

to improve the habitat value in highly modified watercourses in urban Auckland, discussing 

channel lining methods to control erosion or to improve floodwater conveyance while also 

catering for the environmental health of the waterway.  In particular reference to 
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temperature effects, suggested methods promote in-stream vegetation and providing 

shading. 

3.1 Riparian Overhead Cover in Urban Auckland Streams 

Riparian overhead cover reduces the extent of solar heating on exposed water surfaces. 

Information about riparian overhead cover is available in the Stream Walk Dataset 2002-

2013 for 329 km of open waterways across the Auckland region.  This is a combined dataset 

held by Auckland Council for 92 streams largely in urban settings, but includes natural 

stream reaches such as those located in Waitakere Ranges.  It also contains data for five of 

the temperature monitoring example catchments (Section 3.5). 

The dataset contains many ecological parameters including vegetation types, extent and 

overhead cover.  Table 2 shows a summary of data for overhead cover in km lengths per 

class and % of total surveyed length. 

Table 2 Overhead cover for streams in the Auckland Region 

% Overhead Cover Class Length (km) % of Total By Length Cumulative % 

0-10 88.12 27  27 

11-20 23.91 7  34 

21-30 17.29 5  39 

31-40 13.80 4  43 

41-50 21.17 6  49 

51-60 27.28 8  57 

61-70 11.21 3  60 

71-80 65.00 20  80 

81-90 40.37 12  92 

91-100 21.43 7  99 

Totals 329.58 100  100 

Of the 329 km of stream length, 57% has less than 60% overhead cover.  Figure 2 shows the 

extent of riparian overhead cover measured in Streamwalks across the Auckland region 

which were carried out in urban areas in the legacy North Shore City Council (NSCC), 

Waitakere City Council (WCC), Rodney District Council (RDC) & Auckland City Council (ACC) 

areas.  Monitoring sites used for analysis in Section 3.5 are included in Figure 2 for later 

reference. 

Although no absolute value has been determined for the % overhead cover required to 

minimise temperature effects, a guideline value of 60% has been used in the Stream 
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Assessment Survey and Watercourse Management Plan Specification (Auckland Council 

2012).  On this basis approximately 191 km of the surveyed streams would be vulnerable to 

the impacts of solar heating.  Notably 27% of the dataset had less than 11% overhead cover.  

This would tend to indicate that Auckland urban streams commonly have less overhead 

cover than that which is necessary to mitigate the effects of thermal enrichment. 

3.2 Susceptibility to Thermal Enrichment from Stormwater Discharges 

In the Auckland region, river water quality is strongly related to the type of land cover in the 

catchment.  The largest proportion of stream length in the Auckland region (63%) drains 

non-forested rural catchments (pastoral farming, horticulture, and rural residential), 21% 

drains native forest catchments, with exotic forest and urban catchments draining 8% each 

(ARC 2010).  hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ΨƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ όŀƭƭ ΨŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΩ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

²vLύΣ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ όΨƎƻƻŘΩ ƻǊ ΨŦŀƛǊΩύΣ ŀƴŘ ΨǳǊōŀƴΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

όΨŦŀƛǊΩ ƻǊ ΨǇƻƻǊΩύ ό!w/ нлмлύΦ  !ƭƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

compliance thresholds of most variables including temperature όΨƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ 20°CΩύ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

occasions throughout the year.  Furthermore, the magnitude of the exceedences was 

reported to be often high, but no records of actual values were published in the SoE report 

2009 (ARC 2010).  

Urban stormwater contributes to thermal pollution in freshwater streams, typically 

concentrating thermally enriched stormwater runoff from warm surfaces such as pavement, 

roofs, and roads during rainfall and discharging directly to receiving streams.  Figure 3 

demonstrates the number of stormwater outfalls per 100 m length of stream, providing a 

valuable visual representation of the stream reaches most likely to be most impacted by 

stormwater inputs (see Section 5.2 for discussion on data uncertainties).  Monitoring sites 

used for analysis in Section 3.5 are included in Figure 3 for later reference. 

Many of the streams most impacted by stormwater discharges (i.e. highest number of 

outfalls per 100 m) are within suburban Auckland, with fewer outfalls discharging to rural 

streams due to a reduced density in stormwater reticulation.  Streams within the most highly 

urbanised areas, such as the Auckland CBD, are now predominantly piped; as they are no 

longer open watercourses they do not show in Figure 3 and, in the context of temperature, 

are not influenced by stormwater outfalls.  

The analysis utilised Auckland CouncilΩs GIS records for the stormwater network. The actual 

number of outlets discharging to Auckland streams, and the potential for thermal 

enrichment, is likely to be greater due to unrecorded private stormwater outfalls. 
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Figure 2 Riparian overhead cover  
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Figure 3 Number of stormwater outfalls per 100 m of stream length  
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3.3 River Monitoring 

River monitoring provides the basis for reporting of the State of the Environment and 

ecology of our rivers.  Auckland Council has three river monitoring programmes that are 

regionally representative, monitoring the range of sizes, catchment geologies, and land 

cover types (ARC 2010): 

 Water Quality (31 sites visited monthly; Neale 2012); 

 Surface Water Quantity (32 sites monitored continuously); and 

 Ecological Quality (up to 64 sites monitored annually). 

Water temperature is measured each month alongside other parameters within the Water 

Quality Programme (Neale 2012).  The Water Quality Index (WQI) was adopted to assign a 

water quality class to each monitoring site (ARC 2010).  It is based on seven water quality 

parameters, including temperature, that are relevant for ecological health, which are 

evaluated for compliance with target levels for the life-supporting capacity derived from 

national guidelines.  The temperature objective is to have water temperatures <20°C at all 

times (Neale 2012; ARC 2010).  The objective is based on the 98th percentile of stream 

temperature data collected between 2005 and 2009 from reference sites (Cascades Stream, 

Wairoa Tributary, and West Hoe Stream) in the Water Quality monitoring programme (Neale 

2012; ARC 2010).  Monthly data does not provide information on the frequency of high 

temperatures (or exceedences of certain threshold values) and diurnal temperature 

variation, both likely to be relevant to in-stream biota and ecosystem processes. 

Neale (2012) presents annual variation of temperature (measured monthly) and summary 

statistics for the calendar year 2010 (see Figure 4 and Table 8 of Neale 2012).  Maximum 

temperatures exceeded 20°C at a large proportion of sites (19 out of 31).  Pakuranga Creek 

(Botany Rd) recorded the highest maximum temperature of 28.7°C in 2010, with annual 

median and mean temperatures (21.0 and 20.5°C, respectively) exceeding this threshold 

value.  Pakuranga Creek is an urban catchment with a high percentage of impervious cover 

and little shading, which is expected to affect the temperature regime (Section 2.2).  The 

progressive urban development in the catchment likely increased annual maximum 

temperatures from approximately 17°C to 23.5°C between 1992 and 2008 (ARC 2010). 

Auckland Council continuously monitors water temperature at 15-min intervals at various 

sites (25) across the region.  Sites were predominantly selected as flow monitoring sites for 

the surface water quantity monitoring programme, and thus are not necessarily optimised 

for recording stream water temperature (see Section 5.0).  However, this is a significant 
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dataset.  Data for seven of these sites has been used in the analysis of stream temperature 

data conducted as part of this study (further detail in Section 3.5). 

Ecological quality is inferred from macroinvertebrate communities sampled annually in 

summer (along with habitat quality assessments).  While some of the current sites are also 

part of the water quality and water quantity monitoring programme, rarely are all three 

programmes aligned to measure ecological, water quality, and hydrological information at 

the same locations (Moore & Neale 2008).  A substantial amount of data (in the form of 

individual site records of species presence/absence) is available from the national New 

Zealand Freshwater Fish Database (NZFFD) administered by NIWA.   

In addition to continuous monitoring programs, Auckland Council has two additional 

structures in place to provide snapshot reports on the ecological value of streams: 

 Stream Ecological Valuation (SEV) 

 Streamwalk and Asset Surveys 

The SEV method was developed to quantify the ecological value of small sections of streams 

and is documented in Auckland Council (AC) Technical Report 2011/009 (Storey et al 2011).  

Unlike many methodologies, the SEV assesses the value of the function of the stream as 

opposed to structural, biological, and chemical factors.  For example, rather than assessing 

the amount of riparian vegetation, the factor assessed is the amount of shade provided as 

this directly influences temperature stability in the waterway.  Auckland Council has a 

central SEV database providing an overview of 406 SEVs identified in the Auckland region.   

Auckland Council has continued a programme of Stream Assessment Surveys carried out by 

legacy Councils since 2001.  A methodology for reach-based Stream Surveys, originally 

established by North Shore City Council and now the basis of an Auckland Council 

Specification for Stream Assessment Surveys and Water Course Management Plans 

(Auckland Council, 2012), has ensured consistency of the collected data.  To date 

information has been collected from 329 km of streams in the Auckland region across a wide 

range of ecological, and engineered, stream attributes.  Riparian vegetation and overhead 

vegetation cover quality and extents are recorded in the survey and recommendations for 

enhancement are included in a Management Plan appended to the published survey report. 

Streamwalk assessment results and SEV data have been used herein to provide an overview 

of catchment characteristics and riparian cover for selected study sites (discussed in Section 

3.5, Table 3) and across the Auckland region (Figure 2). 
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3.4 River Functions and Values 

The Auckland Regional Council άCramework for assessment and management of urban 

streams in the Auckland Region, Technical Publication 232έ ό!w/Σ нллпύ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 

stream functions and values, management priorities for each of the urban stream types, and 

ranks these priorities.  The management priority to reduce in-stream temperatures is high 

for all reach classifications, except Type 6 (piped channel) for which it is not applicable, 

giving clear recognition of temperature as a contaminant of concern. 

Generally, the highest quality urban streams have <25% impervious cover (Types 2 and 3) or 

have tidal influence (Type 1), hence the most protective management actions should be 

applied to prevent adverse effects from urbanisation, which typically are irreversible (i.e. 

once the adverse effect occurs, it is difficult to restore the former condition).   

Maintaining or establishing riparian vegetation (preferably native) for its multiple functions 

is a priority for all reach types, except Type 6 (piped channel).  These functions include 

temperature moderation, contaminant retention and processing, and provision of aquatic 

and terrestrial habitat.  Elevated water temperature is a major stressor in streams that lack 

shade, and is correlated with the intensity of urbanisation in the catchment in streams of the 

Auckland region (Scarsbrook 2007).  High temperatures can degrade ecological stream 

values directly via acute or chronic effects on resident aquatic biota, but also indirectly via 

accelerating biological processes (algal growth and organic matter breakdown, in particular if 

coupled with excessive nutrients) likely to reduce oxygen levels or degrade benthic habitat 

(see Section 2.1.3).  High temperatures at levels that have acute effects on fish can also 

affect migrating fish species, thereby negatively impacting on stream connectivity objectives.  

These negative ecological effects are interrelated with degradation of other stream values.  

For example, negative effects on fish and excessive algal growth degrade cultural and 

amenity values, and in turn economic values.  

3.4.1 Macroinvertebrates 

Overall, the most frequently occurring macroinvertebrate taxa in the Auckland region are 

among those recorded in a national monitoring programme (National River Water Quality 

Network, NRWQN) (Moore & Neale 2008).  A high proportion of the !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 

sampling sites are in soft-bottom streams.  Soft- and hard-bottom streams have distinct 

habitats and hence the frequency of occurrence of taxa differs between these stream types.  

Hence, land use effects measured using biotic indices for these two stream bottom types are 

analysed separately (Moore & Neale 2008).  Likewise, interpretation of water temperature 

effects should consider the thermal tolerance of the likely species found in that stream type.  
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In the Auckland region, land-use intensity affected taxonomic richness (range 5-37 per 

sample), the number of EPT taxa (0-23) and MCI/MCI-sb values (Macroinvertebrate 

Community Index/MCI soft-bottomed; range 20-159), reflecting the negative relationship 

with both water and habitat quality (Moore & Neale 2008).  The total number of taxa found 

in a sample generally provides information on the biodiversity and life-supporting capacity of 

a stream reach.  High numbers typically reflect complex habitats and good water quality (e.g. 

cool temperatures, high dissolved oxygen and low pollution levels); whereas low numbers 

often occur in unstable habitats (e.g. muddy substrata or lack of permanent flow) or poor 

water quality.  Many Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera, Trichoptera (EPT) taxa require cool water 

temperatures and high levels of dissolved oxygen; hence samples containing no EPT taxa or 

only tolerant hydroptilid caddisflies often reflect streams with elevated water temperatures.  

The most frequently occurring taxa at urban sites (both soft- and hard-bottom) are pollution-

tolerant groups including Potamopyrgus, Gyraulus and Physella/Physa snails, oligochaete 

worms, Xanthocnemis damselflies, Paratya shrimps, and Chironomus, orthoclad and 

Polypedilum midges (Moore & Neale 2008; Allibone et al 2001).  It is difficult to determine 

the relative contribution of temperature versus other water quality and habitat factors 

affecting EPT abundance; however, the presence of EPT taxa infers acceptable temperature 

levels. 

3.4.2 Fish 

The rivers of the Auckland region are home to 17 native fish species, including rare and 

threatened species found in urban Auckland such as the shortjaw kokopu and torrentfish 

(based on records listed in the NZFFD, see Appendix C for the full list of species).  Fish, like 

macroinvertebrates, are vulnerable to degradation of habitat and water quality (including 

temperature) as a result of urban and pastoral land use in the catchment.  As most native 

fish species are diadromous (migrate between freshwater and the sea), increased 

temperature in streams may provide a thermal barrier to migration. 

Ecological quality for native fish was assessed for four land cover types (native forest, exotic 

forest, pasture, urban) of differing land-use intensity using data available from the NZFFD 

(over 2000 records in the Auckland region) (ARC 2010).  The Quantile Index of Biotic Integrity 

(QIBI) assigns a score to a site based on comparison between predicted (based on elevation 

and distance from the coast) and observed fish species.  ΨbŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 

ŀƴŘ ΨǳǊōŀƴΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ vL.L ǎŎƻǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŜȄƻǘƛŎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 

intermediate scores ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ΨƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ΨǳǊōŀƴΩ (ARC 

2010).  While QIBI scores cannot be used to directly assess the effects of temperature due to 

the wide range of factors influencing ecological quality, higher scores in urban sites which 
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are subject to human pressures, including reduced shading and increased input of heated 

runoff (Section 2.2), show fish communities more impacted that those in non-urban sites. 

3.5 Temperature Regimes of Auckland Streams 

Seven catchments, encompassing a range of land use types, are analysed herein using 

continuous water temperature records to identify typical water temperature regimes in 

Auckland streams.  These water temperature regimes are compared with temperature 

criteria identified by Olsen et al (2011), and reviewed in Section 2.3.3, to provide discussion 

around the water temperature criteria most appropriate for the Auckland Region.  Macro-

invertebrate and fish species data are discussed in the context of both stream temperature 

and general stream health. 

3.5.1 Representative Catchments  

When evaluating the effects of stormwater runoff on stream temperature, it is essential to 

have an accurate representation of both the desired, or optimal, temperature regime in 

Auckland streams in natural catchments and the actual temperature regimes found in 

urbanised catchments.  This provides context to the work done by Olsen et al (2011) and can 

inform thermal management criteria. 

For the purpose of a critical review of stormwater effects on temperature and stream biota, 

seven Auckland catchments of different land-use intensities were identified, including 

streams in bush, pastoral, and urban catchments (summarised in Table 3 and Figure 4).  Bush 

catchments provide information on baseline temperature regimes that are representative of 

the natural condition.  As the Auckland region was almost completely covered in trees 

before human settlement, much of the endemic flora and fauna typically evolved in shaded 

environments (Maxted et al 2005).  A pastoral catchment represents an impacted channel, 

typical of rural environments where riparian vegetation has been removed and the stream is 

predominantly unshaded.  Urban catchments are the most heavily impacted, with 

substantial modifications to channel morphology and to flow patterns due to stormwater 

runoff impacts.  Significant bank modifications (concrete lined, earth contoured banks, etc) 

have dramatically reduced the habitat available to aquatic flora and fauna throughout the 

stream, and thus influenced temperature regimes. 

Only one pastoral site was selected as the key focus of this research is urban stormwater.  

Pastoral sites should behave relatively uniformly, as they are consistently unshaded with few 

stormwater inputs (and have less variability in runoff than urban areas).  In contrast to bush 

or pastoral sites (less modified catchments), significant variation in catchment characteristics 
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can be encountered between urban sites.  As such, a wider variety of representative urban 

catchments is required.   
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Table 3 Summary Characteristics for Each Representative Catchment 

Land 

Use 
Site Name 

Site 

No. 

Size 

(km2) 

Elevation 

(m) 

Impervious 

Cover  

(%) 

Channel 

Shading1 

(%) 

Stream 

Order 

Average 

flow 2010-

20122 

(m3s-1) 

Average MCI3 
Average 

SEV4 

Channel 

Lining / 

Piping5 

(%) 

Bush 
West Hoe 7206 0.7 40.0 0.0 >80 2 0.011 126.4 (Excellent) 0.90 0 / 0 

Opanuku 7904 17.6 21.5 2.6 >80 4 0.524 90.7 (Fair) 0.80 0 / 0 

Pastoral Kumeu 45315 45.2 20.5 2.0 48.1 4 1.048 65.9 (Poor) - 0 / 0 

Urban 

Days Bridge 7811 11.7 2.5 56.1 39.4 3 0.268 58.1 (Poor) - - 

Alexandra 7834 3.3 15.5 59.5 38.9 2 0.065 - 0.57 0 / 22 

Taiaotea 7515 3.3 1.5 50.0 19.6 2 0.071 - 0.47 16 / 24 

Hillcrest 7609 1.8 19.0 67.0 23.4 2 0.042 - - 38 / 24 

1. Average riparian cover calculated using the Stream Walk Dataset 2002-2013 for the urban catchments, extrapolated from 5.7 km of stream 

walk data for Kumeu (MEL 2011), and estimated based on knowledge of the catchments for the bush sites. 

2. Auckland Council flow monitoring data 2010-2012. 

3. Table 12 West Hoe, Opanuku, Kumeu, Oteha (Days Bridge), Section 4.3, State of the Auckland Region (ARC 2010). 

4. Stream Ecological Valuation (SEV): broad indication of stream health ranging 0 ς1 (1 indicating highest ecological value), averaged for any 

reaches assessed in the catchment. 

5. Figures represent the percentage of the total catchment either concrete lined or piped, respectively. 
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Figure 4 Location Map for Representative Catchment Boundaries and Monitoring Sites 
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Continuous water temperature data from 2010-2012, taken at 15 min intervals, has been 

analysed to identify water temperature regimes throughout the representative Auckland 

catchments.  Table 4 provides a brief summary of each sampling location.  Please note that 

the sampling locations typically consist of a weir structure, which causes back-watering and 

may elevate recorded temperatures. 

Table 4 Water temperature sampling locations 

Site Description Water Temperature Sampling Location 

West Hoe, 

7206 

Flows into the Orewa 

River via the West Hoe 

stream.  Representative 

of a soft bottom site 

with a native bush 

catchment. Used as a 

reference site to assess 

the impact of human 

land uses on water 

quality.  Annual mean 

water level at sampling 

site approximately 

0.2 m. 

 

Opanuku, 

7904 

Situated off Candia 

Road, Henderson.  

Drains into the 

Waitemata Harbour, via 

Henderson Creek.  It is a 

hard bottomed site.  The 

main land cover within 

the catchment is native 

forest, with some 

pasture. 
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Site Description Water Temperature Sampling Location 

Kumeu, 

45315 

The stream drains a 

predominantly pastoral 

catchment.  The stream 

is soft bottomed with 

predominantly 

mud/silt/sand substrate 

and little channel 

modification.  Annual 

mean water level at 

sampling site 

approximately 1.0 m.  

Days Bridge, 

7811 

Situated by Massey 

University Albany 

Campus.  It is a soft 

bottomed site.  The 

stream drains an urban 

catchment and is a 

tributary of Lucas Creek.  

Annual mean water level 

at sampling site 

approximately 0.3 m.  

Alexandra, 

7834 

Alexandra is a sub-

catchment of Days 

Bridge.  The stream 

drains an urban 

catchment and has 

comparatively few 

modified sections, with 

stable bedrock within 

the lower channel, and 

otherwise silt/mud. The 

average depth is 0.1-

0.46 m (NSCC 2005a). 
 



 

Temperature as a Stormwater Contaminant 36 

Site Description Water Temperature Sampling Location 

Taiaotea, 

7515 

The stream drains a fully 

urbanised catchment 

with artificially lined 

sections, and silt/mud 

unlined stretches.  

Average depth is 0.2ς

0.3 m (NSCC 2005c).  

Considerable portions of 

the stream have no 

riparian cover with <10% 

overhead cover 

throughout.  Community 

planting programmes 

are underway. 

 

Hillcrest, 

7609 

The stream drains a fully 

urbanised catchment.  It 

is predominantly 

artificially lined with an 

average depth of 0.02-

0.5 m (NSCC 2005b).  

Intense urban 

development and 

concrete channelling has 

meant large areas of the 

stream are devoid of any 

significant riparian 

vegetation. 

 

 

Table 5 provides the available Auckland Council State of the Environment (SoE) 

macroinvertebrate presence or absence data from 2010 to 2012, sourced directly from 

Auckland Council.  Data was only available for four of the seven representative flow 

monitoring catchments, and none of the sampling sites were at the same location as the 

water temperature (flow) monitoring sites.  See Appendix E for the location of each SoE 

macroinvertebrate sampling site relative to the associated flow monitoring locations used 
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for each representative catchment.  Only taxa where Olsen et al (2011) have determined 

acute criteria are presented in Table 5; Appendix E provides a complete presence/absence 

macroinvertebrate list. 

Table 6 provides the presence or absence data for fish species within each catchment using 

all available records from bL²!Ωǎ New Zealand Freshwater Fish Database (NZFFD).  Of the 

seven representative catchments, fish sampling only occurred at the same location as the 

water temperature (flow) monitoring for one site (Opanuku).  Appendix F provides a count 

of each species present at the monitoring location closest to each flow monitoring site at the 

time of sampling from the NZFFD.  The locations of each NZFFD sampling site relative to the 

water temperature (flow) monitoring locations for each representative catchment are also 

given in Appendix F. 

Table 5 Macroinvertebrate Presence/Absence data 2010-2012, Auckland Council State of the Environment 

Monitoring 

Macroinvertebrate Type West Hoe Opanuku Kumeu Days Bridge 

AC SoE sample site name West Hoe LTB Opanuku LTB Kumeu @ Weza Oteha LTB 

Sample site distance 89 m US 722 m US 156 m US 290 m US 

Species count 6 7 5 4 

Total Species (Appendix E) 37 36 28 26 

Potamopyrgus 1 1 1 1 

Sphaeriidae 1 0 1 1 

Paracalliope 1 0 1 1 

Paratya 1 1 1 1 

Deleatidium 0 1 0 0 

Zephlebia 1 1 1 0 

Aoteapsyche 0 1 0 0 

Pycnocentria 1 0 0 0 

Pycnocentrodes 0 1 0 0 

Elmidae 0 1 0 0 

Note: 1 indicates presences, 0 indicates absence. 
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Table 6 Fish Presence/Absence Data for within each Catchment from the New Zealand Freshwater Fish 

Database (NIWA) 

 

Fish Type Opanuku Kumeu Days Bridge Alexandra Taiaotea Hillcrest 

Gobiomorphus basalis 

/ǊŀƴΩǎ ōǳƭƭȅ 
1 1 1 1 0 0 

Paranephrops spp. 

Koura 
1 0 1 0 0 1 

Anguilla dieffenbachia 

Longfin eel 
1 1 1 1 0 0 

Gobiomorphus huttoni 

Redfin bully 
1 1 0 0 0 0 

Anguilla australis 

Shortfin eel 
1 1 1 0 1 1 

Galaxias fasciatus 

Banded kokopu 
1 1 1 1 1 1 

Gambusia affinis 

Gambusia 
0 1 1 1 1 1 

Galaxias maculatus 

Inanga 
1 1 0 0 1 0 

Anguilla spp. 

Unidentified eel 
1 1 1 1 1 1 

Cheimarricthys fosteri 

Torrentfish 
1 0 0 0 0 0 

Gobiomorphus cotidianus 

Common bully 
1 1 1 1 1 0 

Galaxias spp. 

Unidentified galaxiid 
1 0 0 0 0 0 

Ctenopharyngodon idella 

Grass carp 
0 0 1 1 1 0 

Gobiomorphus spp. 

Unidentified bully 
1 0 1 0 0 0 

Galaxias postvectis 

Shortjaw kokopu 
1 0 0 0 0 0 

Note: 1 indicates presence, 0 indicates absence. *No data available for West Hoe as no samples 

taken with the catchment 
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3.5.2 Water Temperature Regimes and Criteria 

Continuous water temperature data from 2010-2012, taken at 15 min intervals, has been 

analysed to identify water temperature regimes throughout the sampled Auckland 

catchments.  These temperature regimes will be discussed in light of the interim acute 

temperature criteria defined by Olsen et al (2011) and the biological information available 

for these catchments.  Please note that the interim chronic temperature criteria defined by 

Olsen et al (2011) are not robust enough to apply but the potential sub-lethal effects of 

observed elevated temperatures will be discussed. 

Figure 5 to Figure 11 present the measured 15 min interval data for each of the seven 

catchments for the period of December through March 2010-2012.  These were the months 

when the warmest water temperatures throughout the year have been observed, i.e. those 

during which heated stormwater inputs are of particular concern (see Appendix A for annual 

mean daily temperature).  Three years of data (2010-2012) are presented to show the 

variation in temperature regimes across different years, which will largely be attributed to 

climatic variation.  

Table 7 presents summary statistics of daily temperature data given as averages and ranges 

across the period of December through March (and averaging these across the years): 

 Daily mean water temperature, which is the average temperature an organism is 

experiencing within a single day (24-hr period) (see Appendix A for graphical 

presentation of daily mean water temperatures over the period of each year).  The 

daily mean temperatures are those that the resident organisms are roughly 

acclimated to.  Acclimation temperature is an important factor for how organisms 

can deal with short-term temperature increases such as those due to heated 

stormwater inputs.  

 Daily maximum water temperature, which is the maximum temperature an 

organism experiences within a single day. 

 Daily temperature fluctuation, which is the range of temperatures an organism 

experiences within a single day.  Large daily fluctuations in water temperature can 

result in significantly different impacts than constant temperatures; however, there 

is a poor understanding of thermal stress in fish in thermally dynamic environments 

(Bevelhimer & Bennett 2000). 

 

 



 

Temperature as a Stormwater Contaminant 40 

Table 7 Summary statistics of water temperatures at the seven stream sites draining representative catchment 

types 

Land 

Use 
Site Name 

Daily Mean Water 

Temperature 

(°C)  

Daily Maximum 

Water 

Temperature 

(°C) 

Daily 

Temperature 

Fluctuation (°C) 

Bush 
West Hoe 15.8 (13.1ς18.2) 16.2 (13.6ς18.6) 0.8 (0.1ς2.4) 

Opanuku 16.3 (14.1ς18.1) 17.1 (14.5ς20.0) 1.6 (0.4ς3.7) 

Pastoral Kumeu 18.2 (15.0ς21.4) 18.9 (15.6ς22.3) 1.4 (0.3ς3.5) 

Urban 

Days Bridge 18.5 (15.5ς21.6) 19.1 (15.6ς22.3) 1.1 (0.1-3.6) 

Alexandra 17.8 (14.9ς21.1) 18.4 (15.4ς21.9) 1.1 (0.2ς5.2) 

Taiaotea 20.7 (16.6ς24.1) 23.2 (17.9ς28.3) 4.3 (0.8ς8.4) 

Hillcrest 19.7 (16.1ς22.9) 24.1 (17.8ς30.3) 6.8 (1.1ς14.4) 

 

3.5.2.1 Bush Catchments 

The two bush streams are well-shaded (>80% channel shading, Table 3) and have natural 

flow regimes and channel morphologies.  Hence, their temperature regime is closest to that 

in which native biota have evolved.  Note that these two sites can be both classified as 

ΨlowlandΩ όhƭǎŜƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭ нлммύ being located at an elevation of 40 m and 21.5 m for West Hoe 

and Opanuku, respectively (Table 3).  Within the months of December to March, the typical 

daily mean water temperature is 15.8°C for West Hoe and 16.3°C for Opanuku (Table 7).  

However, during the same period daily means at these sites can be as low as 13.1°C or 

14.1°C and as high as 18.2°C or 18.1°C, which is largely attributed to the air temperature and 

solar radiation experienced on particular days.  

As expected, in these bush catchments daily maximum water temperatures never exceeded 

the acute criteria of 20°C (determined for an acclimation temperature of around 15°C) given 

by Olsen et al (2011) to protect the most thermally sensitive invertebrate taxa (and fish taxa, 

but criteria for few taxa only are available).  ²Ŝǎǘ IƻŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

sites, typically had daily maximum temperatures of 16.2°C and did not exceed 18.6°C even 

on the warmest summer days (Table 7, Figure 5).  Opanuku typically had maxima of 17.1°C 

and temperatures never exceeded 20.0°C (Table 7, Figure 6).  Consequently, temperature 

sensitive EPT taxa such as Deleatidium, Aoteapsyche (both only at Opanuku), Pycnocentria 

(only at West Hoe) and Zephlebia, and the crustacean taxa Paracalliope (only at West Hoe) 

and Paratya have been found at nearby SoE macroinvertebrate sampling sites (Table 5).  

Note that presence of a temperature sensitive species suggests that the temperatures at the 
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site do not have lethal effects on this species; by contrast, absence of a species cannot be 

linked to temperature directly, but may be due other factors, both natural and 

anthropogenic.  Longfin eels, which are similarly sensitive as Pycnocentria evecta, have also 

been found in the vicinity of the West Hoe site (Table 6, Appendix F). 

In bush catchments, temperature fluctuations that organisms are exposed to within a single 

day were typically low, at West Hoe 0.8°C and 1.6°C at Opanuku (Table 7, Figure 5, Figure 6), 

and did not exceed 2.4°C and 3.7°C at these two sites.  

 

Figure 5 Water Temperature at West Hoe (Bush), 15-min sample frequency DecςMar 
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Figure 6 Water Temperature at Opanuku (Bush), 15-min sample frequency DecςMar 

3.5.2.2 Pastoral Catchment 

Pastoral streams are generally poorly shaded and hence experience elevated daily mean and 

maximum water temperatures as well as larger daily temperature fluctuations.  The typical 

daily mean water temperature at the Kumeu site during the warm months was 18.2°C but it 

could be as low as 15.0 and as high as 21.4°C (Table 7). Daily maxima were only slightly 

higher than daily averages, typically 18.9°C and up to 22.3°C.  Hence, on multiple days, 

particularly in the summer of 2010/11 (but only few days in 2011/12), observed water 

temperatures breached the Olsen et al (2011) acute criterion of 20°C (determined for an 

acclimation temperature of around 15°C), which are appropriate considering the range of 

daily mean water temperatures observed.  These elevated temperatures (up to 22.3°C, Table 

7) are unlikely to have caused immediate widespread death among the most thermally 

sensitive fish (common smelt adults: UILT=23.3 °C) and invertebrates (Deleatidium: 

UILT=22.6°C), for which experimental data is available (Olsen et al 2011).  The temperature 

sensitive mayfly Zephlebia (Z. dentata: UILT=23.6°C) was present at a nearby sampling site 

(Table 5), but the thermal tolerances of the fish species present in the catchment are 

unknown (Table 6, Appendix F).  On the other hand, the generally higher temperatures 

compared to those experienced in bush catchments (likely a consequence of poor shading, 

48.1%, Table 3) could potentially have negative sub-lethal effects on the growth and 

behaviour of sensitive biota.  Figure 7 shows a slightly impacted temperature regime over 
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that of the bush catchments that cannot be related to impervious cover (2.0%, Table 3); 

riparian cover is likely a stronger influencing factor.  The large catchment size means 

stormwater effects are diluted.  The catchment is likely groundwater driven with infiltration 

being a strong influencing factor. 

Daily temperature fluctuations were typically 1.4°C and up to 3.5°C (Table 7, Figure 7), which 

were higher than those at the native forest West Hoe site but lower than those at native 

forest Opanuku site.  The relatively low daily fluctuations at Kumeu, despite poor shading, 

can probably be attributed to greater depths of the stream and higher volume of water (4th 

order stream with an average flow of 1.0 m3 s-1, Table 3).  The temperature regime at Kumeu 

is likely to be less impacted than that of streams within smaller pastoral catchments. 

 

Figure 7 Water Temperature at Kumeu (Pastoral), 15-min sample frequency DecςMar 

3.5.2.3 Urban Catchments 

All fƻǳǊ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ җрл ҈ ƛƳǇŜǊǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ 

channel shading and channel modification (Table 3), which can explain the varying degrees 

of thermal pollution observed.  Overall, the typical daily mean and maximum water 

temperatures at the urban sites were notably higher than those at the two bush sites.  The 

two sites, Days Bridge and Alexandra, and the two sites Taiaotea and Hillcrest can each be 

broadly grouped together into thermally impacted and highly thermally impacted sites, 

respectively. 
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Days Bridge and Alexandra are sites with greater shading and with less channel modification.  

The Alexandra monitoring site is downstream of a shaded wetland, which acts to lower 

baseflow temperatures.  The Days Bridge monitoring site is also influenced by the wetland, 

as the Alexandra sub-catchment is upstream of the Days Bridge monitoring site. However, 

Days Bridge is a much larger catchment affected by dilution of stormwater effects, with 

greater groundwater buffering.  The typical daily mean temperatures were 18.5°C and 

17.8°C, respectively, but daily means in summer could be also as low as 15.5°C and 14.9°C.  

Hence, application of the Olsen et al (2011) acute temperature criterion of 20°C (determined 

for an acclimation temperature of around 15°C) seems most appropriate.  This criterion was 

breached on multiple days with daily maximum temperatures up to 22.3°C (Table 7) during 

the period of December to March, especially in the years 2009/10 and 2010/11 (Figure 8, 

Figure 9).  

The potential negative thermal effects on biota may be of similar magnitude to those 

expected for the pastoral sites (see Section 3.5.2.2).  However, considering that these urban 

streams have been modified and channelised and have higher % impervious cover in the 

catchment than the pastoral stream, the thermal impacts are likely to be worse.  Organisms 

exposed to multiple urban stressors may be less resilient to increased temperatures than 

those exposed to elevated temperature only.  Little is known about whether other land-use 

related stressors modify thermal tolerances of native biota.  However, interactive effects 

between temperature, fine sediment, and nutrients on macroinvertebrate communities and 

ecosystem processing have been demonstrated in experimental streamside mesocosms 

(Piggott et al 2012).  

Whilst absence of taxa is not necessarily a definitive indication of negative temperature 

effects, as absence could be due to other factors, it is nevertheless noteworthy that 

Zephlebia (Z. dentata: UILT=23.6°C) - a frequently occurring taxon at reference soft-bottom 

sites - is absent from a soft-bottom monitoring site at Days Bridge.  The thermally sensitive 

crustacean taxa Paracalliope (P. fluviatillis: UILT=24.1°C) and Paratya (P. curvirostris: 

UILT=25.7°C) however were present at Days Bridge (Table 5).  No conclusions could be 

drawn from the available fish data (Table 6, Appendix F).  

The typical daily temperature fluctuations of 1.1°C at both sites are similar to those of the 

two bush sites; however temperatures at Alexandra fluctuated up to 5.2°C on more extreme 

days (Table 7).  

By contrast, the urban streams at Taiaotea and Hillcrest have poor shading and high channel 

modification (Table 3); hence experiencing high low flow temperatures. The typical daily 

mean temperatures were 20.7°C and 19.7°C at Taiaotea and Hillcrest, respectively, but daily 
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means reached up to 24.1°C at Taiaotea and were also as low as 16.1°C at Hillcrest (Table 7).  

On the majority of days, the daily mean baseflow temperature was around 20°C at both 

sites.  Hence, application of the acute temperature criterion of 25°C (determined for an 

acclimation temperature of around 20°C; Olsen et al 2011) seems most appropriate.  Daily 

maxima were typically 23.2°C and 24.1°C at Taiaotea and Hillcrest, respectively, however 

climbed up to 28.3°C and 30.3°C (Table 7).  Daily temperature fluctuations were also much 

higher than those at the other two urban sites.  Daily temperature fluctuations were 

typically 4.3 and 6.8°C for Taiaotea and Hillcrest, respectively, but on extreme days water 

temperatures fluctuated by 8.4 and 14.4°C within a single day.  The criterion of 25°C was 

breached on multiple days during the period of December to March.  Olsen et al (2011) 

considers acclimation temperatures in relation to mean summer temperatures.  Acclimation 

may not be achieved when streams demonstrate extremely large diurnal variations, such as 

Taiaotea and Hillcrest have exhibited.  It may be that fish and other in-stream fauna exhibit 

greater stresses in relation to the combined effects of elevated temperatures and large 

diurnal variations. 

The Olsen et al (2011) criterion was solely based on experimental data from one sensitive 

fish species (common smelt adults: UILT=26.8°C) as there was no data available for other fish 

or any invertebrate species (Section 2.3.3).  Water temperatures can also be compared with 

experimental data available on the upper incipient lethal temperature (UILT) of the most 

sensitive invertebrates (Deleatidium: UILT=22.6°C, tested at acclimation temperature of 

around 12-16°C, Quinn et al 1994).  This reveals that on most days at both sites, the UILT of 

Deleatidium τ a widespread grazing mayfly in New Zealand streams τ was exceeded 

(Figure 10, Figure 11).  Moreover, the daily maximum temperatures on the most extreme 

days were above the UILTs of all fish and most invertebrate species for which data was 

available (Table 14; Olsen et al 2011).  Accordingly, only Pycnocentrodes aureola, Hydora sp., 

Potamopyrgus antipodarum and Sphaerium novaezelandiae would have been able to 

survive. Unfortunately, no invertebrate data was available from nearby locations and no 

conclusions could be drawn from the available fish data (Table 6, Appendix F). 

In conclusion, thermal impacts at these highly-modified urban stream sites, Taiaotea and 

Hillcrest, are likely to 1) exclude a range of fish and invertebrate species that cannot survive 

these high temperature events, 2) have sub-lethal effects on the more tolerant species, 

especially considering the prolonged suboptimal temperatures and the high daily 

temperature fluctuations (although little information is available on their effects).  
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Figure 8 Water Temperature at Days Bridge (Urban), 15-min sample frequency DecςMar 

 

Figure 9 Water Temperature at Alexandra (Urban), 15-min sample frequency DecςMar 
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Figure 10 Water Temperature at Taiaotea (Urban), 15-min sample frequency DecςMar 

 

Figure 11 Water Temperature at Hillcrest (Urban), 15-min sample frequency DecςMar 

3.5.2.4 Discussion 

Continuous temperature monitoring over several years at two sites with native bush 

catchments (West Hoe and Opanuku), one pastoral site (Kumeu) and four urban sites (Days 
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Bridge, Alexandra, Taiaotea and Hillcrest) in the Auckland region revealed temperature 

regimes typical of the different catchment land uses.  All streams were small enough to 

potentially be fully shaded if the riparian vegetation was intact.  

Native bush streams have 1) intact riparian vegetation providing high levels of shading, 2) 

little or no impervious cover in the catchment, and 3) natural flow regimes and channel 

morphologies.  Even at low elevation, the typical daily mean water temperature during the 

period of December to March was around 16°C.  Daily temperature fluctuation is low and 

daily maxima never exceed the acute criteria of 20°C (determined for an acclimation 

temperature of around 15°C) given by Olsen et al (2011) to protect the most thermally 

sensitive invertebrate taxa (and fish taxa, but criteria for few taxa available only).  

Pastoral streams, which are often poorly shaded, experience higher daily mean and 

maximum water temperatures as well as higher daily temperature fluctuations than native 

bush streams.  Daily maxima breached Olsen et alΩǎ όнлммύ ŀŎǳǘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ ƻŦ нлϲ/ 

(determined for an acclimation temperature of around 15°C) several times during the warm 

months.  Pastoral streams are not typically threatened by thermal pollution due to heated 

stormwater as the percentage of impervious cover in the catchment is usually small.  

Urban streams can have varying degrees of thermal pollution, which is dependent on the 

level of channel shading, channel modification such as concrete lining, and impervious cover 

in the catchment. Hillcrest and Taiaotea have poor shading (23.4% and 19.6%, respectively) 

and highly modified channel morphologies, while Days Bridge and Alexandra are influenced 

by a shaded wetland, and reduced artificial lining compared to Hillcrest and Taiaotea.  All 

four catchments ƘŀŘ җрл҈ ƛƳǇŜǊǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ  While the Hillcrest site with the highest 

impervious cover of 67% also had the highest daily maximum water temperatures and 

temperature fluctuations, Taiaotea, with the least impervious cover of 50% but also the least 

channel shading, was also highly thermally impacted, more so than Days Bridge and 

Alexandra with 56% and 60% impervious cover, respectively.  Water temperatures at 

Taiaotea may also be exacerbated by its location below a wet pond (Section 4.2.2), while 

water temperatures at both Days Bridge and Alexandra (as a sub-catchment of Days Bridge) 

are moderated by increased riparian cover and a shaded wetland (Section 4.2.5) within the 

Alexandra catchment.  This suggests that channel shading and concrete-lining are important 

factors in determining temperature regimes in urban streams.  

3.5.3 Temperature Regimes in Response to Rainfall Events 

Charts of water temperature against flow are presented for each catchment for the periods 

from 28 January 2011 to 31 January 2011 (Event 1) and from 18 March 2012 to 21 March 
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2012 (Event 2) in Figure 12 to Figure 15.  Flow rate within the stream is used as a surrogate 

to represent rainfall events.  This comparison demonstrates how water temperature changes 

within a stream in relation to elevated flows during rainfall events; it does not directly relate 

temperatures to the impervious surfaces in the catchment and does not consider 

temperatures at specific stormwater discharge locations. 

Event 1 represents an afternoon/evening event in January 2011, with increased flow starting 

(indicating rainfall occurred and runoff has reached the stream) between 1:30 pm and 

2:15 pm in the urban catchments, and between 6:00 pm and 8:30 pm in the rural/pastoral 

catchments.  These time periods present the most potential risk for stream thermal 

enrichment due to stormwater runoff as all surfaces (impervious and impervious) within the 

catchment have had time to warm. 

Event 2 represents a night-time event where there is a theoretically reduced risk of thermal 

enrichment due to stormwater runoff.  Increased flow starts in all catchment between 

11:00 pm and 3:30 am March 2012. 

Air temperature from an Auckland Council air quality monitoring site has been plotted in 

comparison to water temperature, as site specific air temperature was unavailable.  In-

stream water temperatures showed a strong correlation with air temperature 

demonstrating that in addition to diurnal variation, streams are subject to temperature 

variations between one day and the next based on variations in air temperature. 

Few events were available for comparison where rainfall occurred at all seven monitoring 

sites concurrently.  Detailed study of water temperature changes in relation to rainfall 

events at an individual catchment scale would provide valuable information on the effects of 

ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ǊǳƴƻŦŦ ƻƴ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎΦ  aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

selected specifically for temperature monitoring and be representative of stormwater 

specific inputs. 

3.5.3.1 Bush Catchments 

West Hoe Event 1 (Figure 12 ) exhibited a clear increase in water temperature in relation to 

increased flow.  The catchment is short and steep with a relatively rapid response.  As the 

site is a representative bush catchment with no impervious cover (Table 3), this water 

temperature increase could not be attributed to thermal enrichment via stormwater runoff.  

During this particular event, water temperature within the stream was substantially lower 

than air temperature.  As rain falls at a temperature comparable to air temperature, the 

rainfall and runoff entering the stream was warmer than the stream water temperature and 
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thus acted to increase the overall water temperature of the stream.  Water temperature 

does not exceed air temperature at any time during this event. 

For Event 2, stream water temperature was much closer to air temperature at the start of 

the event, and thus the increase in stream temperature demonstrated at West Hoe in Event 

1 is less marked.  Likewise, as ambient air temperature cooled below the stream water 

temperature, and rainfall continued, the overall stream temperature declined in response to 

rainfall.  

As with West Hoe, Opanuku responds to changes in air temperature during Event 2.  At the 

start of the rainfall event, water temperature and air temperature are similar.  As air 

temperature cools, and the rainfall event continues, the stream water temperature also 

shows a corresponding cooling. 

Within both representative bush catchments stream water temperature is driven 

predominantly by ambient air temperature, rather than due to the effects of stormwater 

runoff.  The effect of ambient air temperature is larger when the difference between 

baseflow temperature and air temperature is greater. 

 

Figure 12 Bush Catchments ς West Hoe (left) and Opanuku (right) 
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3.5.3.2 Pastoral Catchment 

Kumeu (Figure 13) demonstrates a slower response than both bush catchments (Figure 12), 

but in particular West Hoe.  The Kumeu catchment is much larger than both West Hoe and 

Opanuku; as a result the combined effects of runoff are distributed across the catchment, 

with a prolonged time of concentration to the monitoring location and a response driven by 

baseflow.  Very little water temperature response is generated, likely due to the combined 

effects of distributed flow across the catchment, relatively large cooler baseflow volumes 

diluting warmer inflows, and a larger depth and volume of water within the river itself 

resisting temperature change.   

While there is little response to stormwater runoff, baseflows within the Kumeu River are 

approximately 2°C higher than either of the bush catchments (Table 7), likely due to a lack of 

riparian cover along the stream length and warming of pervious surfaces. 

 

Figure 13 Pastoral Catchment ς Kumeu 

3.5.3.3 Urban Catchments 

Each of the urban catchments demonstrate flashier responses than both the bush and 

pastoral sites driven by the high proportion of connected impervious surfaces and piped 

sections reducing the time of concentration for each site.  The catchment responses to flow 

regime are better discussed per event, rather than broadly pairing the catchments as in 

Section 3.5.2.3. 

All four of the urban sites demonstrate a measureable (0.2ς1.2°C) first flush increase in 

water temperature for both Event 1 and Event 2 (Figure 14 and Figure 15).  It is interesting to 

note that even during Event 2τthe night time eventτfirst flush thermal effects are 

demonstrated.  This suggests that heated surfaces maintain thermal load for long periods of 

time, which can be released to stormwater runoff during a rainfall event. 
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During Event 1 (Figure 14) air temperature and water temperature are comparable.  

Although a first flush thermal enrichment effect is demonstrated, the effects are not 

prolonged and air temperature and baseflows appear to be the stronger drivers, particularly 

for Taiaotea and Hillcrest.  Alexandra and Days Bridge have cooler baseflow temperatures 

prior to Event 1, but stream water temperature is elevated to match air temperature during 

the rainfall event.  Post Event 1, water temperature remains relatively stable, rather than 

closely tracking air temperature.  This is possibly in response to the greater proportion of 

shading (Table 3) moderating baseflow temperatures.   

The limited daytime water temperature response to Event 1 is likely driven by the relatively 

high summer ambient air temperatures and highly modified urban channels.  In these 

catchments, the high proportion of connected impervious surfaces means that stormwater 

runoff will be a significant contributor to stream flow volume, above that of baseflow, during 

rainfall events.  However, Event 1 was a high volume event, as demonstrated by the flow 

rates recorded in each stream, thus once the thermal first flush had passed, and impervious 

surface temperatures had equalised with rainfall temperature, the effects of runoff were 

only to match water temperature to air, and thus rainfall, temperature. 

Water temperature remains elevated above that of air temperature after the first flush 

thermal effect of Event 2, providing evidence of heat transfer from surfaces that are warmer 

than the air temperature (Figure 15).  Within the urban catchments, directly connected 

impervious surfaces, and concrete lining of sections of the channels themselves, mean that 

substantial thermal load is available for transfer over a prolonged period of time. 

Overnight on 20 March, air temperature dropped and flow peaked simultaneously resulting 

in a rapid decrease in water temperature.  This is the opposite response to that 

demonstrated by the bush catchments (Section 3.5.3.1), as air temperature, and thus rainfall 

temperature, was substantially cooler than water temperature.  The influx of a high volume 

of cool stormwater runoff cooled the streamǎΩ water temperature.  There was no thermal 

influence from impervious surfaces during the event, as in addition to it being night-time, by 

this point of a prolonged rainfall event, virtually all available heat transfer from contributing 

impervious surfaces will have occurred and surface temperatures will have equalised.  Water 

temperature then rose in response to the increase in air temperature. 
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Figure 14 Urban Catchments ς Event 1, afternoon/evening 

 

Figure 15 Urban Catchments ς Event 2, night 

Figure 14 and Figure 15 appear to lack the characteristic high diurnal variation exhibited by 

urban catchments in Section 3.5.2.3 (particularly Figure 10 and Figure 11).  Figure 16 
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provides an example for the Hillcrest catchment for six days either side of Event 2 (see 

Appendix B for the remaining catchments).  The rainfall event has acted to dampen diurnal 

temperature variation on dry days.  This may be attributed to lack of solar radiation due to 

cloud cover, particularly for prolonged periods of rainfall. 

 

Figure 16 Reduced Diurnal Variation during Days with Rainfall Events ς Hillcrest 

3.5.3.4 Discussion 

Within both representative bush catchments, stream water temperature is driven 

predominantly by ambient air temperature, rather than due to the effects of stormwater 

runoff.  The effect of ambient air temperature is larger when the difference between 

baseflow temperature and air temperature is greater. 

Kumeu demonstrated very little stream water temperature response to stormwater runoff 

inputs.  It is a large, predominantly pastoral catchment which is baseflow driven, with large 

flow volumes and a relatively deep channel as compared with the bush catchments.  These 

factors combine to dampen visible effects of stormwater runoff inputs due to the mixing 

effects of flow from the upper catchment, relatively cooler baseflow inputs, and resistance 

of the deeper channel to water temperature changes.  

The urban catchments demonstrate clear first flush thermal effects at the start of a rainfall 

event, but otherwise varied in their response depending on time of day and air temperature 
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in relation to stream baseflow temperature.  The data does not definitively show the point 

source effects of stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces on stream temperature at a 

smaller scale stormwater catchment level. 

None of the representative catchment sites was specifically selected to monitor 

temperature; they were selected for flow monitoring.  Each flow site is at the base of a 

catchment, consequently there is mixing of all stormwater inputs from the catchment above.  

Insufficient data is available to truly understand the impact of thermal shock loading from 

stormwater inputs in urban catchments dominated by impervious surfaces.  More in-depth 

analysis incorporating rainfall, air temperature, channel shading etc is required.  In 

particular, significant value would be added in differentiating between the effects of 

stormwater impact during rainfall events versus the effects of air temperature and riparian 

cover of baseflow temperatures. 

If monitoring were to occur at specific stormwater point discharge sites, the impacts of 

thermal shock loading would likely be more pronounced.  It is expected that greater thermal 

stress would be demonstrated at sub-catchment reach levels as the receiving channel would 

have a reduced level of baseflow and thus the relative impact of thermally enriched 

stormwater discharge would be greater. 

For example, Hillcrest and Taiaotea are relatively similar in that both have substantial 

channel modification, piping, and low riparian cover.  Taiaotea has a pond upstream of the 

monitoring site, while Hillcrest does not.  It was hoped that the results would demonstrate a 

clear influence of thermal discharge from a wet pond (as corroborated by international 

literature, Section 4.2.2), but mixing of the variety of stormwater inputs upstream made this 

impossible.  Differences in flow could not be clearly attributed to wet pond discharges in 

Taiaotea due to the myriad stormwater inputs mixed in the stream flow by the time flows 

reach the base of each urban catchment.  Additionally, modifications to each sampling site 

to provide suitable flow monitoring (i.e. installation of weirs, Table 4) may have influenced 

temperature records. 
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4.0 Mitigation Options 

Stormwater treatment devices, such as wet ponds, wetlands, and bioremediation, are 

typically installed to mitigate water quality and/or water quantity effects associated with 

development.  Water quality measures typically focus on total suspended solids (TSS), heavy 

metals, and nutrients, while water quantity concerns focus predominantly on peak flow rate 

control through detention and retention for stream erosion.   

Section 2.0 has identified the negative effects of thermal enrichment on the receiving 

freshwater environment, yet temperature has not historically been viewed as a stormwater 

contaminant of concern in the Auckland region.  Although increasingly recognised as a 

significant issue, temperature has in the past generally not been considered to any great 

extent when selecting stormwater mitigation options or in the approval of consent 

applications.  In many cases, the effect of these approved management systems on runoff 

temperature is relatively unknown. 

Section 4.1 discusses stormwater mitigation in the Auckland region, while Section 4.2 

expands upon the devices currently used for stormwater management, and how they 

operate with regard to temperature.  Section 4.3 presents best practice design options for 

mitigating thermal enrichment and Section 4.4 briefly identifies current guidelines and 

regulations regarding stormwater discharge and temperature.   

4.1 Stormwater Mitigation in Auckland 

Wet ponds are historically the predominant stormwater mitigation device used in the 

Auckland region.  In recent times, there has been a shift from ponds to bioretention and 

more natural systems (such as wetlands).  In contrast to the above treatment devices, which 

to a large extent are based on biological treatment mechanisms, flow-based proprietary 

devices (for example cartridge filters and vortex or continuous deflection separators) have 

also been increasingly used in recent times.  Additional devices used, at varying frequencies, 

are: 

 Dry ponds 

 Sand filters 

 Soakholes 

 Infiltration trenches 

 Pervious paving 

 Tree pits 
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 Swales 

 Filter strips 

 Rainwater tanks 

 Living roofs 

Stormwater treatment design guidance in Auckland Council draws on two main documents: 

 Auckland Regional Council (2003). Stormwater Management Devices: Design 

Guidelines Manual, Second Edition. Technical Publication 10 (TP10), Auckland 

Regional Council 

 Auckland Council (2013) GD04 Auckland Council Guideline for Water Sensitive Design 

For typical sites, TP10 mitigation objectives are summarised as peak flow control to pre-

development levels for 50% annual exceedence probability (AEP, equivalent to a 2-yr annual 

recurrence interval (ARI) event) and less frequent events, water quality control dominated 

by 75% removal of TSS on a long term average basis, and stream erosion control by 

extended flow release of the first 34.5 mm of rainfall over a 24-ƘǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ όǘŜǊƳŜŘ άŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ 

ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴέύΦ  TP10 recognises water temperature as a water quality factor which affects 

aquatic environments and thermal impacts are considered in the overall objective of aquatic 

ecosystem protection or enhancement. 

The basis of GD04 is founded on the recognition that the volume of stormwater discharged 

from a site may be of equal importance to decreasing contaminant discharge, especially for 

residential development. 

Neither document directly recognises temperature as a stormwater contaminant of concern.  

TP10 provides guidance on device selection and recognises temperature as a secondary 

design effect that must be considered. Relative potential temperature impact is scored by 

device (Table 4-10, in Chapter 4 of TP10).  Thermal enrichment should therefore have been 

taken into account when designing stormwater management systems in accordance with 

TP10 guidelines; however, the manual does not include specific measures and limits that 

should be adhered to, and this is therefore at the discretion of the consenting officer.  As a 

result, in practical terms, temperature has not received adequate consideration.   

GD04 has recently ǎǳǇŜǊǎŜŘŜŘ άTP124 Low Impact Design Manual for the Auckland Region. 

Auckland Regional Council TP10 (Shaver 2000) is currently under review. 

4.2 Devices 

The logical pathway to addressing temperature effects are to firstly reduce the area of 

contributing surfaces and thus avoid thermal enrichment, secondly to shade existing at risk 
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areas to mitigate thermal effects, and thirdly to integrate temperature moderating 

stormwater practices to treat stormwater runoff from at risk surfaces and prevent, or 

mitigate, discharge of thermally enriched water directly into Auckland freshwater streams.  

The following section provides a variety of stormwater management practices and 

demonstrates how they operate in the context of thermal enrichment. 

4.2.1 Traditional Pavement 

Similar to urban centres internationally, impervious areas in the form of roads, footpaths, 

and roof tops contribute a large proportion of the urban surface area in the Auckland region.  

Conventional pavement surfaces typically comprise impervious asphalt and concrete layers.  

In many cities, pavements coƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ 

compared with roofs and vegetated surfaces (USEPA 2008c). 

Conventional pavements can reach peak summertime surface temperatures of 48ς67°C 

(USEPA 2008c).  Surface temperature records on an asphalt roof in the Auckland CBD 

regularly exceeded 55°C during summer months with a peak of 72°C recorded (Morphum 

unpublished, monitored Nov 2012ςApr 2013).  Runoff temperatures will not be expected to 

peak as high as asphalt surfaces, however due to the mechanism of heat transfer, heating of 

runoff will occur (Section 2.2.2).  Peak runoff temperatures from conventional surfaces can 

reach 30ς33°C (Jones & Hunt 2010), with median runoff temperatures >21°C.  It stands to 

reason that hotter surfaces will equate to higher runoff temperatures. 

Thermally enriched runoff from conventional paved surfaces can negatively impact stream 

ecosystems (Section 2.2).  Options to prevent the impairment of stream ecosystems due to 

the thermal enrichment of runoff from paved surfaces are to firstly reduce the area of paved 

surfaces, then incorporate pervious or cool paving systems.  Where these are not feasible, 

shading of the paved surfaces will provide another source control method to mitigate 

thermal enrichment. 

Providing shade over paved surfaces reduces heating of the surface by solar radiation, thus 

preventing thermal enrichment of stormwater runoff from the paved area.  Jones (2008) 

found that a parking lot surrounded by a mature tree canopy was cooler than a nearby un-

shaded, standard asphalt parking lot.  Median runoff temperatures were 0.43°C cooler from 

the shaded pavement than the asphalt surface (Jones 2008).  As only the perimeter of the 

car park was shaded, central portions of the asphalt surface likely still received direct solar 

radiation.  Parking islands with mature vegetation between bays would provide added 

benefit.  Therefore, urban design to encourage shading (vegetative or building shading in 

conjunction with topography and aspect) would have a tangible positive effect. 
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¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŎƻƻƭ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ 

temperatures and reduce the amount of heat absorbed into the pavement.  Solar 

reflectance (or albedo) is the main determinant in the maximum surface temperature of a 

material.  The solar reflectance of conventional paving surfaces is typically 5ς40%, i.e. they 

absorb 95ς60% of the energy reaching them instead of reflecting it into the atmosphere.  

However, due to weathering and the accumulation of dirt, the solar reflectance of 

conventional asphalt and concrete tend to change over time.  As asphalt ages, the binder 

oxidises and lightens in colour and more aggregate is exposed, thus increasing its reflectance 

from 5ς10% to 10ς20%.  In contrast, foot and vehicle traffic typically darken concrete over 

time as dirt accumulates, reducing its solar reflectance from 35ς40% to 25ς35% (USEPA 

2008c).   

Cool pavements include conventional asphalt pavements made with high albedo materials, 

resin based pavements, coloured asphalt/concrete, permeable pavements, and micro-

surfacing asphalt with a thin layer of reflective or light coloured material.  Cool pavements 

reflect as much as 30ςрл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜduce surface temperatures by 11°C 

to 22°C (USEPA 2008c).  It is estimated that every 10% increase in solar reflectance could 

decrease surface temperatures by 4°C (USEPA 2008c).  A light coloured chip seal was, on 

average, 0.73°C cooler than an asphalt pavement (Jones 2008).  However, the asphalt was 

surrounded by a canopy of mature trees and had paled in colour due to the aging process 

when compared with new asphalt.  It was suggested that a light coloured chip seal may have 

similar cooling effects to a mature tree canopy combined with aged surface (Jones 2008). 

Permeable pavements are also recognised as a type of cool pavement; however, they 

operate differently to typical impervious cool pavements that incorporate high solar 

reflectance as a means to mitigate temperature effect.  See further discussion in Section 

4.2.4 for how permeable pavement operates. 

4.2.2 Wet Pond 

Wet ponds have in the past been commonly used in the Auckland region for stormwater 

treatment.  Wet ponds are normally designed to have a permanent pool for storage of a 

specified water quality and flood detention volume.  The former comprises 1/3 of the 2-yr 

ARI rainfall event in the Auckland region, whilst the latter depends on the flood event being 

mitigated.  Furthermore, extended detention of captured runoff has been implemented to 

prevent downstream erosion where discharging into streams.  The treatment performance 

of wet ponds is determined by the detention times available for particulate contaminant 

settling.  TP10 (ARC 2003) design guidance on ponds does not address the effects of thermal 
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ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ άMay not be suitable if 

receiving water is temperature sensitive, due to warming of pond surface areaέΦ 

Literature shows that wet ponds are a source of thermal pollution; water temperature at the 

outlet is warmer when compared to incoming runoff (Chung 2007; Galli 1990; Ham et al 

2006; Jones 2008; Jones & Hunt 2010; Kieser 2004).  Large water bodies (wet ponds and 

reservoirs) generally give very high runoff temperatures, but the quantity of runoff is highly 

dependent on their water level prior to storm events and extent of shading from vegetation 

(Herb et al 2007).  Temperature increase is attributed predominantly to incoming solar 

radiation, with extended detention and inadequate shading contributing to thermal 

enrichment (Chapman et al 2008; Galli 1990; Kieser 2004; Maxted et al 2005; Van Buren et al 

2000).  The permanent pool acts as a heat sink as incoming solar radiation heats water 

above the temperature of ambient air (Kieser 2004).  Sediments within ponds also act to 

absorb solar radiation, as established for stream environments (Schueler 1987). 

The use of extended detention in thermally sensitive areas should be carefully evaluated.  

Long periods of extended detention produce temperature increases of 2.2ς10°C above 

influent temperatures (Galli 1990; Ham et al 2006; Jones & Hunt 2010; Lieb & Carline 2000).  

It may be beneficial to recommend an extended detention period of only 6ς12 h, and 

provide shading, in thermally sensitive areas (Galli 1990).  Slow-release ponds may be a 

source of chronic thermal enrichment to the receiving stream if discharged directly and 

consistently to surface waters.   

Criteria for macroinvertebrate biological effects propose slight, moderate, and severe 

impacts occur above 22°C, 24°C, and 26°C, respectively (Maxted et al 2005; Section 2.3.2).  

Auckland rural online pond temperatures ranged 25.5ς26.8°C compared with 19.5ς25.6°C in 

bush ponds (Maxted et al 2005).  Peak summer urban pond (and wetland) temperatures rose 

to 20-30°C compared to 15-22°C in streams (Chung 2007).  Rural ponds exceeded the 

moderate threshold on 5ς46% of days of a peak 40 day summer period compared with 0ς

13% in bush ponds (Maxted et al 2005).  Rural ponds exceeded the severe threshold on 5-

10% of days.  Mean daily temperatures in Auckland urban ponds consistently exceeded the 

moderate threshold (24°C) during the day and 22°C at other times during summer (Chung 

2007).  Water temperatures exceed 26°C in most ponds for a few days in the height of 

summer.  In contrast, summer stream temperatures were consistently lower than both the 

22°C threshold and pond temperatures (Chung 2007). 

Auckland ponds in bush catchments demonstrated thermal enrichment, despite minimal 

anthropogenic stress, indicating that the physical characteristics of ponds, such as lack of 

shade, may be important factors operating in isolation from other factors, such as land use 






































































































































